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EDITORIAL

The past year has been one of turbulence in politics and consequently the financial 
market which has had a devastating effect on all residents. This has been 
exacerbated by the drought which has caused untold hardship to owners of ponies 
through lack of adequate quality fodder and that has been available has been well 
nigh unaffordable. Our country desperately needs to use water effectively and 
every effort of all people is needed to save water at all costs. We can be sure that as 
a result of global warming, rainfall will be erratic and the necessity to use water 
sparingly will mean the difference between having fodder or not for our animals.

There was one highlight of the year and that was the invitation by the President of 
the Mother Society to Glynis and me to be his guests at the Annual General 
Meeting and the Society's Dinner on Saturday, April 2, 2016. The AGM was run 
with the efficiency which we expected. Dai Harris, the popular outgoing President 
had built up a solid basis for the Mother Society and was the right man for 
questioning the route which the Society had been taking. He had as his Chairman 
of Council, Tom Hughes who unfortunately died so tragically two weeks before 
the AGM. He will be sorely missed.

ADVERTISING:

Once again this Journal is produced without any advertising and it is intended to 
continue with this policy.

ARTICLES:

I believe that this Journal deals with many varied topics in which all readers will 
find something of particular interest to them.

It is unlikely that many members will be able to access the first Studbook of the 
Mother Society which was published in 1902. In it there are a few articles which 
could explain some of the interesting facts of the establishment of the Welsh Pony 
and Cob Society in Wales at the beginning of the last century. The “Preface” to the 
first Studbook is on page 24 while the “Introduction” copied in its original form is 
on page 61.

Prize winners from shows in the 1980's are also featured. These always appear to 
create an interest where pony owners are able to see what the ancestors of their 
current ponies were like and what they achieved.

A very interesting article on Breeding has kindly been written for us by Mr Dai 
Harris of the Pennal Stud whose family has been breeding Welsh Cobs for 
generations. His colt Pennal Brynmor won the coveted George, Prince of Wales 
Cup in the mud of 2009 becoming the first Youngstock Champion in the history of 
the Royal Welsh to go on and win the Cup. Members are advised to study this 
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article very carefully to learn the philosophy of one of the finest and most 
successful breeders of Welsh Cobs in Wales.

Another article which is extracted from a publication by the Mother Society in the 
early 1980's is headed 'Conformation' shown on page 48. Readers will no doubt 
notice the diagram of a pony's head on page 49 used by a local organisation which 
claims that it has a Trade Mark on its use. According to the Trade Marks Act 194 of 
1993, the applicant for a trade mark is to declare that it is the proprietor of the 
mark. This “trade mark” was registered in 1998, some 18 years after it was 
distributed in printed booklet form by a number of Societies including that of the 
UK, United States and South Africa. In fact, the diagram was used on the front 
cover of the Danish Society in their Jubileum publication for 1990. Someone must 
have given a false declaration which would be tantamount to dishonesty.

In the article headed Welsh Experience by Paul Lubbinge, he refers to a meeting of 
the International Committee on the Sunday preceding the Royal Welsh at which a 
question mark had been placed next to some stallions which had been imported 
into the Netherlands from the UK. In an examination of the DNA of the ponies and 
their sire and dam a DNA parentage match could not be found. The comment is 
made that on “this matter we seem to be light years ahead of the other societies”. 
This statement would have been true had the administration of the society in 
question actually complied with the resolution of its members taken at an AGM in 
1998. Unfortunately, even in 2008 ponies were still being registered WITHOUT 
DNA parentage verification which was contrary to this resolution. The new 
society is having serious problems in that many of the ponies owned by its 
members have been questioned by the Namibian Stud Breeder's Association as 
there are no DNA parentage verifications for them but as they had been registered, 
would have to accept their breeding as shown. It is unfortunate that during all these 
years members of that society would have wasted some R300 000 in DNA testing. 
It is a disgrace.

GK 2016
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"We have almost forgotten how strange a thing it is that so huge and powerful and 
intelligent an animal as a horse should allow another, and far more feeble animal, 
to ride upon its back."   ~  Peter Gray

"Whoever said a horse was dumb, was dumb."   ~ Will Rogers

"A canter is a cure for every evil."   ~  Benjamin Disraeli
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BREED DESCRIPTIONS

General Character Hardy, spirited and pony-like 
Colour Any colour, except piebald or skewbald 
Head Small, clean-cut and tapering to the muzzle 
Eyes Bold 
Ears Well-placed, small and pointed; well up on the head, proportionally 

close 
Nostrils Prominent and open 
Jaws and Throat Clean and finely-cut, with ample room at the angle of the jaw 
Neck Lengthy, well-carried and moderately lean in the case of mares, but 

inclined to be cresty in the case of mature stallions 
Shoulders Long and sloping well back. Withers moderately fine, but not 

“knifey”. The humerus upright so that the foreleg is not set in under 
the body 

Forelegs Set square and true, and not tied in at the elbows. Long, strong 
forearm, well developed knee, short flat bone below the knee, pasterns 
of proportionate slope and length, feet well-shaped and round, hoofs 
dense 

Back and Loins Muscular, strong and well-coupled 
Girth Deep 
Ribs Well sprung 
Hind Quarters Lengthy and fine. Not cobby, ragged or goose-rumped. Tail well set 

on and carried gaily 
Hocks Hocks to be large, flat and clean with points prominent, to turn neither 

inwards nor outwards. The hind leg not to be too bent. The hock not to 
be set behind a line from the point of the quarter to the fetlock joint. 
Pasterns of proportionate shape and length. Feet well-shaped, hoofs 
dense 

Action Quick, free and straight from the shoulder, well away in front. Knees 
and hocks well flexed with straight and powerful leverage with hocks 
well under the body. (The introduction of the word knee into the 
description of the movement of a Welsh Mountain Pony is a deliberate 
endeavour to emphasize the true action of the breed rather than the 
daisy-cutting movement which has crept in over the last few years. 
The active flexion of both knees and hocks, originally developed to 
negotiate the rocks and uneven terrain of the Welsh Mountains is a 
vital part of this action and it is equally important that the pony’s 
hocks must come well under the body with powerful force to propel it 
forward with the characteristic free up and out movement associated 
with the Welsh breeds)  
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WELSH PONY OF RIDING TYPE (SECTION B)
Not exceeding 13.2 hands high (1,37m)

The general description of ponies in Section A of the Stud Book is applicable to those in Section B, but more 
particularly the Section B shall be described as a riding pony, with quality, riding action, adequate bone and 

substance, hardiness and constitution and with pony character

WELSH PONY OF COB TYPE (SECTION C)
No exceeding 13.2 hands high (1,37m)

WELSH COB (SECTION D)

WELSH PART-BRED

There is no breed type for animals recorded within the Welsh Part-Bred section of the Stud Book. 
Therefore they should be judged as performance animals with an emphasis placed on sound 

conformation and movement as well as suitability for a show or performance discipline they are 
likely to undertake. They should also show the characteristics of the Welsh Breed.

General Character Strong, hardy and active with pony character and as much substance 
as possible 

Colour Any colour, except piebald and skewbald 
Head Full of quality and pony character. A coarse head and roman nose are 

most objectionable 
Eyes Bold, prominent and set widely apart 
Ears Neat and well set 
Neck Lengthy, well-carried and moderately lean in the case of mares, but 

inclined to be cresty in the case of mature stallions 
Shoulders Strong but well laid back 
Forelegs Set square and not tied in at the elbows. Long, strong forearms. Knees 

well developed with an abundance of bone below them, pasterns of 
proportionate slope and length, feet well-shaped, hoofs dense. When 
in the rough, a moderate quality of silky feather is not objected to but 
coarse, wiry hair is a definite objection 

Back and Loins Muscular, strong and well-coupled. Deep through the heart and well-
ribbed up 

Hind quarters Lengthy and strong. Ragged and drooping quarters are objectionable. 
Tail well-set on 

Hindlegs Second thighs, strong and muscular. Hocks large, flat and clean with 
points prominent, to turn neither inwards nor outwards. The hind leg 
not to be too bent. The hock not to be set behind a line from the point 
of the quarter to the fetlock joint. Pasterns of proportionate shape and 
length. Feet well-shaped, hoofs dense 

Action Free, true and forcible. The knee should be bent and the whole foreleg 
should be extended straight from the shoulder, and as far forward as 
possible in the trot. Hocks flexed under the body with straight and 
powerful leverage 
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TULBAGH GOLD MEDAL SHOW 2016

JUDGES REPORT

I was very pleased to receive an invitation from the Society to judge their Gold Medal 
Show at Tulbagh 2016.

We started with the In-Hand classes on the Wednesday.I thoroughly enjoyed judging 
the young stock and although there were only a few in each class, they were of a nice 
quality. My Junior Champion was Du Dre Misty My Lady with Du Dre Dream Girl 
reserve. The Junior Champion Colt was Ju-Fa-Ya Smart with Bioci Jim Bob reserve.

The Stallion over 4 under 6 class was a good class and very exciting with good quality 
ponies forward. My winner was Bioci Bob Dylan with Du Dre Cheeky Boy second. 
The corresponding mare class won by Ju-Fa-Ya Sweet Rose did not match the quality 
of the stallions and they were not shown at their best. The two unregistered Mares were 
of good quality, the class being won by Araba Lady Socks with United Surprise in 
second place. I was pleased to approve both of them for registration.

In the Stallion over 6 under 10 class it was again a Roan that won, Bioci Predator, but 
any of the first five could have won on another day. They were good stallions but the 
winner was well shown and kept going better than the others. The corresponding mare 
class was won by Du Dre Talana with Du Dre Big Surprise second. The Stallion over 
10 years class again proved very exciting with Bella Top Spot winning and Bioci 
Bright Sun second. The Mares over 10 class excelled with them being much better 
than the youngsters. Rosenberg Candice won this class with Llandilo Lady O'Lee 
second.

The special moment of the day came in mid-afternoon when the Senior Stallions were 
being judged for their championship. This was a very exciting class and with many 
good quality stallions present. The champion was Bioci Bob Dylan and the reserve Du 
Dre Cheeky Boy, both from the over 4 under 6 class. They went even better in the 
championship than in their class which was pleasing and performed much better than 
their older counterparts. The mares in the Senior Mare class also showed that they 
were getting better as the day progressed and the champion was Du Dre Talana with 
Du Dre Big Surprise reserve. They both came from the over 6 under 10 class.

But the excitement of the day without doubt was the Supreme Championship which 
was won by Bioci Bob Dylan who really stood out and was superb, with the Junior 
Champion Colt Ju-Fa-Ya Smart in reserve beating all the older stallions.

The standard was outstanding in the male classes but there was something lacking in 
the female classes. I believe that you need a few good mares or fillies to come out to be 
put to your quality stallions to ensure the continuance of ponies which will meet the 
breed standard. Nevertheless, I thoroughly enjoyed judging the breed classes, 
especially the outstanding stallions.

From Thursday to Saturday, it was the chance of the harness classes to show their 
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quality and I was not disappointed. Judging for harness is done on the hi-low system 
with three judges, my other two judges being Carine Stephan and Glynis Karlsson. It 
was very interesting and exciting but funnily enough we all agreed on the first three 
placings in every class!

One thing that impressed me greatly was the driving by the children; it was so nice to 
see them driving with skill getting the ponies going really very well. They could show 
us a lot about driving in the UK and they were obviously getting much pleasure and 
fun out of the experience. The under 12 year old driving assisted was a strong class 
with eight forward being won by Bilqees Domingo with Uyzel Tramput and in the 
second place, Isgaak Brown with Rosenberg Top Deck. The under 12 unassisted class 
was won with a superb display by Abduragmaan Kamalie with Caspian Master Prime 
and Abdulah Jacobs with Blom Vonk second. In a strong under 18year old class it was 
again Caspian Master Prime, this time being driven by Mymoena Kamalie with Bioci 
Bright Man driven by Betty Uys second. If this is the quality of the junior driving, the 
Society can look forward to a future filled with promise. Just keep up your excellent 
standard and your future is assured.

The Supreme Harness championship was for me the biggest excitement of the show. 
We had to turn things around from some of the elimination rounds but on the last day of 
the show some were going much better than they did earlier while some unfortunately 
did not match their earlier performance. The Junior Harness Champion Lanika 
Mighty Spirit owned and driven by Mujait Moses was outstanding and I believe was 
the best harness pony of the show. I was disappointed that he did not come forward for 
the Supreme Harness Championship to be matched against his seniors; we will always 
wonder what would have happened!

In this exciting Supreme Championship there were 12 ponies forward and to me was 
the pinnacle of the show. After being judged both ways around the arena, the judges 
could not separate three of the ponies and decided to send them out again to compete 
finally against each other – this added to the excitement. However, one pony showed 
that he was superb and stood out from the rest. We were all happy to award the 
Supreme Harness Championship to Caspian Master Prime owned by the Kamalie 
Stud and driven by Abubaker Kamalie. He never wavered throughout the three days 
and was a winner in so many classes as mentioned above. Reserve was Bioci Soprano 
owned by Mujaid Moses.

And so came to an end four wonderful days of judging with ideal conditions in idyllic 
surroundings. I thoroughly enjoyed my time in the ring with the other judges. Your 
standard of driving is high and you have a fantastic standard of stallions but you need a 
few quality brood mares to ensure that your standards are improved.

I wish the Society good luck and the best for the future. My only hope is that in years to 
come there will be Section C's and D's also competing.

Gwyn Jones 2016

Fronarth Stud, Wales
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TULBAGH GOLD MEDAL 2016

Supreme Champion In-Hand: Bioci Bob Dylan with handler Willem Tiemie, Judge Gwyn Jones 
from Wales and owner Wessel Swart

Champion Harness Junior: Lanika Mighty Spirit
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Supreme Champion Single Harness: Caspian Master Prime

Reserve Supreme Single Harness: Bioci Soprano

TULBAGH GOLD MEDAL 2016
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Uyzel Tramput with Bilqees in the Under 12y assisted

Caspian Master Prime with Abduragmaan in the Under 12y unassisted

TULBAGH GOLD MEDAL 2016
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Caspian Master Prime with Mymoena in the Under 18y class

Uyzel Tramput with Saniya in the Ladies Fine Harness

TULBAGH GOLD MEDAL 2016
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TULBAGH GOLD MEDAL 2016

Champion Double Harness: Bioci Pair with Willem

Reserve Champion Double Harness: Ju-Fa-Ya Pair with Maila
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TULBAGH GOLD MEDAL 2016

Champion Tandem: Bioci Pair with Wessel

Lead-Rein Under 8yrs: Keara on Du Dre Big Surprise
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TULBAGH GOLD MEDAL 2016

Ju-Fa-Ya Smart: Ch Jnr Colt Bioci Jim Bob: Res Ch Jnr Colt

Du Dre Misty My Lady: Ch Jnr Filly Du Dre Dream Girl: Res Ch Jnr Filly

Araba Lady Socks: 1st FS Mare United Surprise: 2nd FS Mare

Bioci Predator: 1st Stallion >6<10 Hansu Pepe: 2nd Stallion >6<10
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TULBAGH GOLD MEDAL 2016

Du Dre Talana: Snr Ch Mare Du Dre Big Surprise: Res Ch Snr Mare

Bella Top-Spot: 1st Stallion 10+ Bioci Bright Sun: 2nd Stallion 10+

Du Dre Cheeky Boy: Res Ch Snr Stallion Ju-Fa-Ya Sweet Rose: 1st Mare >4<6

Bioci Bob Dylan: 2nd Stallion <5 Bioci Bright Man: <18 with Kayla
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TULBAGH GOLD MEDAL 2016

Bioci Bright Sun: <18 Rosenberg Top-Deck: <18 with Isgaak

Rosenberg Top-Deck: <12 Asst with Mueez Blom Vonk: <12 Asst with Rayvaan

Blom Vonk: <12 with Abdulah Du Dre Cheeky Boy: 3rd Snr Ch

Bioci Bright Light: with Betty Uyzel Smart2
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TULBAGH GOLD MEDAL 2016

Uyzel Smart 2: Obstacles with Gaija Uyzel Cresana: Obstacles with Yusuf

Llandilo Voltage: Obstacles with Abdullah Ju-Fa-Ya Fire on Ice: Obstacles with Jufay

Uyzel Cresana: <12 Asst Llanelli Big Shot: with Azraa

Du Dre Big Surprise: <12 with Gadija Sunset Pair: Jnr Double Harness
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TULBAGH GOLD MEDAL 2016

Supreme Champion: Bioci Bob Dylan

Obstacles competitors inspecting the course
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FALCONS EVIAN
By Dominion Royale out of Bukkenburg Gloss

Journal 2016

Evian came into my life just after 6pm on Saturday 27th September 2014. Now I 
can't imagine life existing before that day. 

I have been riding since the age of four and owned many dear, lovely horses my 
last being a young warm blood that I bought just backed as a three year old. I 
owned him for nearly four years bringing him on to win with very high marks in 
shows as a novice and to school at a higher level at home. Although he was a super 
horse the combination of his young age, and my old age were not good. He bucked 
me off a couple of times which didn't help my confidence and I began to realise that 
my nerves were outweighing my pleasure in riding and maybe it was time to stop. 

Just after my 60th birthday I was looking at our local dressage newsletter and saw 
an ad for a beautiful chestnut dressage/open show horse. The thing that really 

attracted me was the emphasis on his 
outstanding temperament. He was 
advertised for a lot of money and 
although I imagined I would get a fair 
amount for my warm blood the thought 
of the upset and stress in selling him 
was too much to think of. However I 
couldn't get this horse out of my mind 
and ended up contacting the owner and 
finding out more about him. This then 
led to me travelling to their farm in 
Plett and spending three days with him. 
At the end of the third day as I was 
about to leave for home, I went to his 
field with my coffee, early before 
anyone else was awake and told him he 
would be coming to live with me in 
Cape Town. 

Then came a lengthy period of negotiation which ended up in his owner and I 
doing a straight swop with our two horses. I was anxious when I found out Evian's 
age, 17, and he was looking quite old as he had just endured his first winter out, but 
I felt with the right work and being stabled again he would pick up. At any rate I 
was going to take the chance.     

He has now been with me for a year and a half and every morning I wake up I can't 
wait to see him. I downgraded him last year to Elementary because I hadn't ridden 
high tests for many years and I wanted to get to know him. We finished the year 
10th in the Riders Rankings out of 70 Western Cape Elementary horses.

March 2015

21



This year I put him back to Elementary Medium and we did our first show on 
Saturday. He was outstanding achieving 66.09% just losing first place to the 
winner on 66.40%. Every day he works better and gets fitter, he is phenomenally 
fit and I would defy anyone to guess his correct age. I was told by his previous 
owners that he didn't do flying changes but he is now doing them with gusto and 
loving them.

The same previous owner once said to me with Evian anything new is fun but 
never scary and that is him to the T. He notices everything out hacking, chances his 
luck sometimes in the school, but does it all with a big smile on his face. He is not a 
machine and has days when he feels more like working than others...but then so do 
I, sometimes a good hack out is what is called for.

September 2016
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Being English and spending up to the age of 25 living in England I am very 
familiar with cobs, and all the Mountain and Moorland breeds. My favourite was 
the Welsh Cob and cross with a Thoroughbred is the ultimate perfection. It is weird 
that I find exactly that, 35 years later in South Africa. 

My greatest wish is that we both retain our fitness and enjoyment in working 
together for many more years to come, hopefully winning lots of rosettes! I will 
spoil him with every fibre of my being to make this possible, it is the most 
wonderful privilege to own and love him.

Petra Baldwin 2016

PS just done our first showing show together and he achieved:-

2nd Working Riding Horse, 3rd Best Turnout, 1st Best walk/trot and 1st Show 
Riding Horse.

Journal 2016
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PREFACE TO FIRST WELSH STUDBOOK

The following is the Preface to the first Welsh Studbook published in 1902 by the 
newly-formed Welsh Pony and Cob Society in Wales. I am fortunate to have a 
full set of Studbooks comprising 95 Volumes and 10 Indexes, one of probably 
only a few full sets in the Southern Hemisphere, and in addition my copy of 
Volume 1 was owned and signed in August, 1902, by none other than the Vice-
President of the first Council of the Society, Mr J Gwynne Holford as shown 
below:-

Following the Preface are the photographs as selected in the final paragraph of 
the Preface, and following that, on page 61 the Introduction to the Welsh Stud 
Book Vol. 1. The Stud Book contains the names and details of Stallions Nos 1 to 
38 and Mares Nos 1 to 571. The Stallion bearing No 1 is 'Billy Bala' and the Mare 
bearing No 1 is 'Abbess'; in neither case is the breeder or the breeding known.

GK 2016
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It has long been felt by those interested in the Welsh Mountain and other Ponies 
and Cobs for which the Principality has for so long been celebrated, that the 
establishment of a Breed Society similar to those which have done so much for 
other breeds was necessary.

thA Preliminary Meeting was therefore called at Llandrindod Wells on the 25  April, 
1901; the conveners were Mr H Meuric Lloyd, Mr E Jones, Mr W S Miller and Mr 
O Price.

Mr J Marshall Dugdale presided, and there were also present Messrs H Meuric 
Lloyd, John Hill, E Jones, J Gwynne Holford, Delmé Davies Evans, D P Evans, J 
Jenkins, B Davies, J Campbell and James Hamer.

The feeling was unanimous that a Society would be established, and arrangements 
were made to make the objects of the Society known throughout Wales. The 
meeting was adjourned to Cardiff, and was held at the Royal Show Yard, when a 
large and influential body of gentlemen interested in the breeding of Welsh Ponies 
and Cobs attended.

Lord Tredegar was elected President and Mr J Gwynne Holford Vice-President. A 
Convener was appointed for each County in Wales and Monmouthshire to arrange 
for the election of three Members from each County to form the Council.

The Council held their first meeting at Llandrindod Wells and revised the Rules 
submitted; at a subsequent meeting they were finally approved.

stThe 1  Volume of the Stud Book contains the Pedigrees and particulars of 9 
Stallions and 273 Mares in Section A; 7 Stallions and 118 Mares in Section B; 10 
Stallions and 113 Mares in Section C; 12 Stallions and 67 Mares in Section D; and 
29 Stallions and 188 Mares Provisionally entered.

The animals illustrated in this Volume are “Starlight”, the property of Mr H 
Meuric Lloyd; “Eiddwen Flyer”, from a photograph kindly lent by Mr Percy 
Dugdale; a group of Breeding Mares and Foals, the property of Mr Marshall 
Dugdale; and a group of Breeding Mares and Foals, the property of Mr W S Miller. 
In selecting the portraits it has been the aim of the Council to, as far as possible, 
give examples of the several types of the Animals which have been entered in the 
different Sections, and it is hoped in succeeding Volumes to do this more fully.
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“Starlight”, the property of Mr H Meuric Lloyd

“Eiddwen Flyer”

STUDBOOK
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STUDBOOK
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Breeding Mares and Foals, the property of Mr Marshall Dugdale

Breeding Mares and Foals, the property of Mr W S Miller
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ALL WELSH PONY SHOW, CAPE TOWN

The Western Cape region of the Welsh Pony and Cob Society, Africa, held an All 
st ndWelsh Pony Show at the grounds of the Cape Show Horse Society on 1  and 2  

May 2016. About 50 ponies were entered in an enjoyable show which covered 
new ground for the members.

ndAdowa Star – Under 12 driving (2 ) with Abdul Wahab

Judge Jakes Jacobs inspecting the Obstacles Course with the entrants 

Journal 201628



The Western Cape members are known for their harness classes but for the first 
time Obstacle Driving was added to the classes which was completely new to the 
competitors. 

Mrs Brenda Wessels, the President and Mr Graham Haddow, member of the 
Carriage Driving Society of South Africa with Mr Jakes Jacobs, the judge for the 
day, held a quick seminar and explained the requirements and the rules. There 
were ten entries for this class and it was thoroughly enjoyed by all participants and 
spectators, young and old and even a double harness ventured the course without 
hitch. The children made it look so easy that the fathers wanted to take over but the 
children stood firm and finished the course. It is obvious that this type of show will 
be repeated in the future and that obstacle driving will become part of the harness 
culture.

Bella Tinker Toy – Obstacles Winner with Cassiem Abrahams

ndCaspian Master Prime – Obstacles (2 ) with Laeek Adams
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In the Harness class for under 12 years of age there were 10 entries with helper and 
8 without helper and because of the enjoyment of the children on the Saturday, a 
further under 12 class was organized for the Sunday. This class was won by 
Samieja Wolhuter with Thufaag Stud's Daibu Showtime Parader while Abdul 
Wahab of the Valota Stud on Adowa Star came second.

In the Harness class for under 18 years of age there was a great turnout with 
competition being fierce with Sufiyaan Benjamin winning with Emraan 
Domingo's Uyzel Tramput, while Amar with Moegamat Johnstone's Sputnik was 
second.

In the Stallion 6-10 years class competition was fierce with 9 entries. Wepner Prins 
shown by Amier and owned by Fuad Wepner came first with Naeem Ismail's 
Tananu Stud's Hansu Savanah shown by Fransie second.

Obstacles Double Harness

stDaibu Showtime Parader – Under 12 driving (1 ) with Samieja Wolhuter
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A most enjyable weekend with a large number of spectators, many of whom 
expressed an interest in joining in on the fun at future Welsh Shows of this kind. 

The members of the Society would like to express their grateful thanks to all the 
sponsors: Mr Wagied Hayward of Halfway Toyota, Ottery; Mr Igshaan Willams of 
Shaan Fruiteres; Mrs Aisha Ismail; Mrs Fatima Samuels Barendse; Mr Shaaf 
Adams, the photographer 

www.gotoprint.co.za who provided the photographs of this show; SecBands; Mrs 
Domingo, Mrs Sasman and Mrs Benjamin who provided the food for the judges. 
Our thanks also to our Judges Mr Jakes Jacobs, Mr Graham Haddow and Mrs 
Brenda Wessels of the Carriage Driving Society of South Africa and the Stewards 

Stallions 6-10 yrs

Uyzel Tramput – Under 18 driving competitor with Sufiyaan Benjamin
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Under 18 driver line-up

Stallion 6-10yrs

Journal 2016

Miss Leanne and Miss Chantal. Mr Shaheed Samuels, Mrs Tougeeda Samuels, Mr 
Abdullah Davids, Mr Anwar Kenny; to all the exhibitors and spectators and those 
who helped in whatever small way, we thank you for your support. Without you 
our show would not have been the Huge success it was. And last but not least, Mr 
Sulaiman Ahmad who spent days preparing the ground and to the Cape Show 
Horse Society – thank you for allowing us the use of your grounds.

32

- All Photographs by go2print



BLOEMFONTEIN 1996

Supreme Champion Section A: Llandilo Snowfinch  Photo: Equerry

Supreme Champion Section B: Pendock Forsight  Photo: Equerry
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Supreme Champion Section C/D: Bukkenburg Cob  Photo: Equerry

Junior Champion Section A Colt: Llandilo Halwyn  Photo: Equerry

BLOEMFONTEIN 1996
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Champion Section A Senior Stallion: Destiny Fighter    Photo:Equerry

Reserve Champion Section A Senior Stallion: Bukkenburg Vintage  Photo: Equerry

BLOEMFONTEIN 1996
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HORSE OF THE YEAR 2016

Section A Supreme: Tipuana Flamboyant  Photo: Harriet Barrett

Section B Foal Champion: Waterside Halo  Photo: Harriet Barrett
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HORSE OF THE YEAR 2016

Section B Supreme: Heniarth Top of the Morning  Photo: Harriet Barrett

Section B Reserve Supreme: Waterside Sunshine  Photo: Harriet Barrett
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HORSE OF THE YEAR 2016

Section D Reserve Supreme: Llandilo Pentagon  Photo: Harriet Barrett

Journal 201638

Section D Supreme: Freyja Fflam Goch   Photo: Harriet Barrett



HORSE OF THE YEAR 2016

Champion Purebred Gelding: Altamira Desert Pride  Photo: Harriet Barrett

Reserve Champion Purebred Gelding: Tipuana Royal Cream  Photo: Harriet Barrett
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HORSE OF THE YEAR 2016

Champion Partbred Gelding: Waterside Blue Token  Photo: Harriet Barrett

Supreme Champion Purebred Riding Pony: Waterside Angel's Song  Photo: Harriet Barrett
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HORSE OF THE YEAR 2016

Champion Partbred Welsh Ridden: Waterside True Sovereign  Photo: Harriet Barrett

Reserve Champion Partbred Young Child's Pony: Ronnic Amarula  Photo: Harriet Barrett  
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THOUGHTS ON BREEDING

Breeding is a device or tool that I use to improve the breed and I look at it in a very 
hard manner. If you want to be a successful breeder, you need to do harsh things on 
occasions. The most important aspect to breeding is without doubt the female line 
which gives you the base to a successful stud or breed. If a youngster was to ask me 
where he is to start breeding, I would always advise him, no matter how much 
money he has, to buy the right animal to begin with. Wait until you can afford to 
buy the right animal because that is the animal which will either make you a 
successful or unsuccessful breeder.

To me personally, I look into things far deeper than most. I look back over four 
generations. When I pick a stallion, I always look at the mother of the stallion, his 
grand-mother and his great-grand-mother. I don't look at the horse as a stallion 
himself; I look what is in his breeding rather than only what I see in front of me. 
The female line is all-important; you mustn't have a weakness in the mother, g-
mother or g-g-mother. They should be compatible to keep their standards from one 
generation to the next. If they do not have the ability to breed as good or better than 
themselves, you need to make a decision as to whether you want to keep that 
animal for breeding in your stud. That does not mean for any reason that that 
animal could not be used for breeding by others because people do look at 
breeding in a different manner to yourself.

I will not use certain stallions, but not because I do not like the stallion. At a show I 
may put up a stallion in his class which I may not use in my stud; the reason being 
that there is something lacking in his female line that I don't desire in my breed. So 
that is how I go about breeding.

There are a lot of other issues. I personally believe that the 4th generation is the one 
that has the most importance throughout from one generation to the next 
generation, so that is where you eliminate all the faults. When you go about 
looking for a stallion to improve your breed, you need to forget certain issues 
sometimes – for instance the head is not a priority; the limbs are and for me tail-set 
and length of rein are very important. Limbs have to be of sound structure with a 
45° angle on the fetlock on a wonderful saucer shaped hoof. I am not asking for a 
dinner plate which can actually be a problem because it can crack and so forth. If 
you can get a plate with a wonderful circumference, it is a good one.

When I go and look at my brood mares, I like to start breeding my fillies at 2 years 
of age; the younger you start them, the better – that is my opinion and I must make 
it clear that it is not desired by many. I was brought up by my father and 
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grandfather and their view was that the younger you start breeding animals the 
better they are – and I agree with that view. But this is how harsh I can be as a 
breeder. I might have the best looking animal on my farm but I will give her three 
chances for her to impress me as a brood mare. I use three different stallions on 
them for their first three offspring. I will always look at those offspring to see 
whether they have maintained the correctness of the desired points that I am 
looking for in the breed, or better. If, for any reason, that mare has not produced a 
foal up to the standard that I require, I make that harsh decision of selling that 
brood mare and maybe that animal could be one of my best show mares, not that I 
show. But I always look at things from a breeder's point of view. When you make 
these harsh decisions, the next generation of the animals seem to deliver a type that 
you have created for yourself for your own outlook and that is so important. In this 
way the weaknesses get less. However, there are no rules to breeding and 
occasionally the wrong animal comes out from time to time. The only reason why 
this should happen lies in genetics and the rule of the 4th generation in breeding. 
You may need to look back further than the 4th generation and you will come 
across the answer why that animal which you think is not up to your standard 
comes from a further distance in the genetics.

So it is important for the mother, g-mother and g-g-mother to be of a certain 
standard. I am not talking about show animals, I am talking about breed 
characteristics and the desired outlook which you see through your eyes together 
with the vision which you always keep in your mind of an animal which you breed. 
And I personally believe that if you want to become a top breeder, you have to get 
that vision in your mind of the type of animal you would like to breed, but it will be 
an animal, which, I am sorry to say, you will never, ever achieve to have. As a 
breeder you are always looking to improve and when you think that you have bred 
that perfect animal, that is the time you should seriously think about giving up 
because you have no aims left to take the breed further.

Personally, I have always changed a stallion every year on a mare. The only time 
that I will go back and use the same stallion is if the first offspring is not of the 
standard which I thought it would be and I believed that the mating should even 
have been better than what it has proven to be. If, however, the animal comes out at 
a very high standard, why touch magic twice. In the rule of breeding you will never 
have the same type twice so you are asking too much of a mare to produce for you 
one after another of the same type because that never happens. The most 
successful stallions I have used in my time have not been show animals but they 
have created animals of my desire – but you have to look at the mare – the most 
important aspect. I go around the fields looking at the welfare of my mares but 
when I do so I judge my mares; they change from day to day because when they are 
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in their growing stages and I see a weakness that I did not see the day before, I have 
to make a decision whether I can live with that weakness or not and whether I 
should get rid of her – that's what top breeders do and for a fact I am too critical of 
my own animals; but then if you are not very critical you will never achieve 
anything. In life, you need to be self-critical. One important thing is that you do see 
the weaknesses of your own animals but more importantly, the strengths of other 
people's animals, not their weaknesses, because when you have two of the same 
type together, they never make a good mixture.

When you talk about improvement you need to put something new or different 
into your breed to try to change the entire outlook of what you are looking for but 
always go back to the vision you had as a youngster. You need to have the vision of 
that animal in your mind and try to get closer to that vision. If it is not there, there is 
something wrong; so you do not go and look for a stallion of the same type as the 
one you used before. I will always look for a different type of animal.

Another rule of a successful breeder is to stick to your own vision; listen to 
everyone but make your own choice – don't allow others to make that choice for 
you because more often than not they are looking at your animal in a completely 
different way to what you do. You're the only person who knows how you want to 
see the breed go.

When people start talking about the Welsh Cob type, it is a fallacy, there is no such 
thing. A Welsh Cob is an animal made up for your liking and it is important that 
you stick to that liking because although there are people that will like the same 
type of animal as you, there are others who will like another type of animal. You 
need to commit 100% to your own thoughts; listen but carry out with true 
conviction your own mind. That is so essential.

I look at the conformation which is so important. I touched on the tail-set, length of 
rein and also the limbs. A Welsh Cob should have a short cannon bone with a 45° 
pastern to give it the flex to create that movement that is so well liked by the 
audiences around the world. The head of an animal is the last thing I look for 
because it is the easiest thing to change so I would not worry if I bred an animal that 
did not have the desired head that I was looking for because in the next generation 
it can be corrected as long as it has the correct tail-set, limbs and conformation. I 
want my brood mare to have a mother with the same limbs, tail-set and length of 
rein as her g-mother and g-g-mother. Tail-set is one of the hardest things to keep in 
a breed but if you do have it you have to be absolutely strong in your commitment 
to want to keep it through one generation into the next – so that is where the 
picking of a stallion is so essential. As I have indicated, I look at the female side of 
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a stallion more than its sire because I believe that the female line on both sides have 
the strength to carry things through more so than the stallions. So if an animal is 
within the breed of the stallion and the mother has the tail-set, limbs and 
conformation that I desire, I would expect that the g-m and g-g-m to be the same. If 
not, I exclude that stallion from my list even though I really do like the look of him. 
The reason I would exclude him is because 4 generations away I will have 
something that will not be as good as that that I have had in the past. You must 
make those choices hard on yourself but being hard on your commitment to carry 
through consistency of the structure of the conformation of your animals.

What do I mean by tail-set? I like to see the tail coming out right at the top of the 
back. When I was a young lad, one of my school teachers was John Roderick Rees 
of the famous Rees family that travelled stallions at the beginning of the last 
century. He was a great school teacher and I remember him telling me that the right 
type of back end of a horse should be in the shape of an apple. If you look at the 
hind quarter of animals, you either get the shape of an apple or of a pear. The 
desirable shape is an apple and not a pear because in the pear back-end the tail is 
coming off lower than the top line of the back. I like to see a level top with the tail 
right at the top, not 2 or 3 inches lower than the top of the back. I do not want an 
animal with a lower tail-set but there are people in the equine world who desire to 
have a lower tail-set and these are the jumping people. The reason for this is that in 
the animals who have a lower tail-set, their hind leg action is slightly more 
underneath the horse than the one with a higher tail-set. The hock action of a high-
tailer also has the ability to move the power going away behind the back end of the 
horse to get its stride to go forward. In the low-tailer the hock action does not come 
out that far but more underneath the animal. That makes a very desirable animal 
for jumping because the strength of the animal is more underneath the body. But 
for riding and driving, the balance of the horse is through its tail and the higher it is 
the more balance that horse has. We in the Welsh Pony and Cob world mostly have 
the ridden and driving animal where the power is worked from behind rather than 
being pulled from the front.

I want to touch on the aspect of bone. What do we mean by this term?
Bone needs to be flat bone rather than round bone. There is strength in flat bone 
and it is better looking on the eye. People will say that an animal does not have 
enough bone but you measure bone by putting your fingers around it and you will 
notice that the flat bone, although looking like a round bone, has more diameter 
than the round bone. It is very deceiving to the eye. Round bone is not desired. A 
short cannon is so essential because of the fact that you can eliminate a lot of 
problems. The longer the cannon bone, the greater the chances of a splint because 
the one leg has the chance of touching the other leg through the cannon bone. The 
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bone structure in a short cannon bone is far hardier than one with a long cannon 
bone.

What about depth and length? Depth is so essential because if you want a driving 
or riding animal there is more lung capacity to work which will give greater ease of 
breathing. Depth is measured from the withers down to the front leg and the deeper 
this is the better but I prefer to see a round cage or ribs rather than a flat one because 
the capacity of the lungs would then be greater.

I measure the back from the withers to the top of the pin bones in the hind quarter. 
Some people will say a mare is long in the back which is the greatest untruth 
because they erroneously include the hind quarter. The back must not be too long 
to hold a saddle. When a mare viewed from the side shows a good front and a 
wonderful sloping shoulder, there is length in front and together with the length in 
the hind quarter which is the power house of the horse, you get an animal which 
has the correct conformation. I do not worry if there is length in a mare because the 
mare needs space for the foal to grow inside her. But I do desire a stallion which is 
short in the back because it gives strength. A stallion which is too long in the back 
has problems with his legs and again he will not have the depth of a mare. I will 
always pick a stallion which is short in the back. This has the additional advantage 
that a short stallion only needs half the food of the one which is longer. You can 
feed a long animal with more food and never get the depth desired. A short animal 
is easy to keep and this is what makes the Welsh breed so unique because the 
stallion can easily live on the hills through the Welsh winters due to the fact that he 
is short-coupled and easy to maintain.

How do I decide whether to keep a foal? I judge my foals from 10 to 21 days of age 
when I pick a filly to stay at the stud. If I see a filly foal which is absolutely 
beautiful and meets my criteria, I make a judgement of which one I will pick to 
become one of the brood mares and I do not change my opinion. Over the summer 
period up to six months of age, they would have changed shape many times and 
you would have judged them critically so many times that you think you are doing 
the right thing but when they become mares they will come back to the shape they 
were between 10 and 21 days provided they have been given the right start in life – 
milk from their dams.

As far as judging whether the animal is of the standard of the mother or not it is 
quite easy; you will see it in the first six months in the shape of the animal – the 
slope of the shoulder, the length, etc., but I always want an animal which can breed 
the standard of herself. If she can't do that she does not have the right to remain at 
my stud to continue breeding – let someone else have a go at it because they may 
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be better at breeding than I am. They may put a stallion that I would never even 
consider to her to make a better job.

I am personally very harsh after the third foal born to decide whether she stays here 
or not. I am not asking her to breed something spectacular. If she does breed a foal 
as good as she is I will keep her for future breeding because I will know that she has 
the ability to breed a quality animal consistently. Consistency is all important. But 
if she throws three different types of foals, I know that I do not have a quality brood 
mare. She may produce and animal to win the Prince of Wales but it will be a one-
off chance. I am not here to breed an animal which will give me a once in a lifetime 
chance but one that will give me quality consistently from year to year.

I wish you all the best of luck in your breeding endeavours.

Dai Harris 2016
Pennal Stud, Wales
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Pennal Brynmor, winner of the George, Prince of Wales Cup in 2009

- Photograph by Arthur D Thomson



CONFORMATION OF WELSH PONIES AND 
COBS

This article is an extract of the multi-lingual publication in English, French, Dutch 
and German, published by the Mother Society about 1980 and should be read in 
conjunction with the Breed Standards published on pages 6 to 7.

'The purpose of judging is to place the animals in each class in order of merit 
subject to breed requirements, conformation, quality and soundness. Apart from 
their beauty, the Welsh breeds are noted for strength and working ability. 
Therefore Judges will probably pay particular attention to characteristics 
illustrating that each animal can fulfill the purpose for which it is bred.

‘A proportionately well-built pony or cob is symmetrical, each part blending to 
give and overall balance and beauty of line. Breed characteristics and type are 
carefully considered, together with movement at all speeds, and related to the 
breed standards of conformation of each animal while comparing the merits of one 
against the other and placing accordingly. A Judge observes and evaluates these 
things, conscious that his judgement can affect public opinion, sale prices and 
indeed, the future of the Breed.'
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Where in this wide world can one find nobility without pride, friendship without 
envy or beauty without vanity? Here, where grace is laced with muscle, and 
strength by gentleness confined. There is nothing so powerful, nothing less 
violent; there is nothing so quick, nothing more patient. 

- The Horse, Ronald Duncan



TULBAGH 2015

Hansu Heidi – Supreme In-Hand

Du Dre Mr Cheeky Boy – Junior Stallion Single Harness
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TULBAGH 2015

Hansu Hamlet – Supreme Single Harness

Uyzel Tramput – Under 18 Single Harness with Zufiyaan Benjamin
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TULBAGH 2015

Caspian Master Prime – Under 12 Single Harness with Abduragmaan Kamalie

Hansu Heidi – Under 12 Single Harness 2nd with Zaidene Dreyer

Journal 2016 59



TULBAGH 2015

Bioci Banti – Ladies Fine Harness with Theda Radyn

Tandem
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INTRODUCTION TO STUDBOOK

Journal 2016 61



Journal 201662



Journal 2016 63



Journal 201664



Journal 2016 65



Journal 201666



Journal 2016 67



Journal 201668



Journal 2016 69



Journal 201670



Journal 2016 71

“Give a horse what he needs and he will give you his heart in return”
~ Auther unknown


