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Sue Dittmann was 
brought up in the UK 
and has always had a 
desire to be around 
horses. Although her 
parents  were  not  
involved in equestrian 
sport both her grand-
fathers were farriers. 
Her maternal grand-
father, Arthur Thomas 
was champion black-
smith of Great Britain 
from 1932 until 1937 
after which he became 
involved in judging 
farrier competitions 
until he passed away 
some 30 years ago. He 
shod mostly hunters, 
cart horses and heavy 
horses. Sue's mother 
never got involved 
with horses although 
she had every opportunity to do so. Sue obviously inherited her genes from her 
grandparents because she was immersed with horses from a young age and rode 
competitively in the UK. Her mother suggested that she take her bed to the stables as she 
spent more time there than at home. Her parents were only able to afford one riding lesson 
a week so Sue worked at the stables hoping to be able to earn another riding lesson or two. 
She did everything required at the stables even riding the horses bareback back to the fields 
and walking back. She believes that it is unfortunate that this lifestyle with horses is no 
longer possible in the UK and elsewhere resulting in children not being able to understand 
their mounts as they have not lived with their horses as she did.

Sue came to South Africa in 1970 as Sue Thorne and shortly thereafter was asked to 
manage the Kingfisher Riding School in Vanderbijlpark which was owned by Pauline 
Martin and Betty Brown. After two years there the lease expired and Pauline and Betty did 
not want to continue so Sue took it on together with the owner of the property, Don 
Lindsay, and renamed it Riverside Stables.

Sue travelled to the UK every year and was about to do her BSHI and did some courses 
there until fortunately an instructor's course started in South Africa. In 1978 she did the 
SANEF's Instructor's Level 2 course which qualified her to teach officially.

Grandfather Arthur Thomas, Farrier



In the 1970's she met Derek Taylor-Smith who introduced her to Ida Illingworth, the 
breeder of the Foresyte Ponies (see 2005 Journal p108). This chance meeting was to have a 
profound effect on Sue's life. Sue felt that she was very fortunate in being asked by Ida to 
take on some of Ida's ponies at Riverside so that they could get more show exposure. In 
those days one had to qualify a horse for the Rand Show and for Horse of the Year. There 
was only one qualifying show in the Lowveld and that was at Nelspruit. The ponies needed 
more exposure and experience than could be gained at one show. This arrangement 
worked very well and Sue was able to get some top class show and working ponies, mostly 
'Valiants' progeny, and real quality.

A seed was sown and it was at that stage that Sue decided that she wanted to breed the same 
quality of ponies as Ida was doing. There was no pre-planning to do so, it just developed. 
As her pupils had the most amazing opportunities of riding top-class ponies without 
having had to pay for them unless they wanted to (at the grand price then of R1000!). They 
were for sale and many were sold but a number stayed on at the yard unsold until they were 
made-up champions at Rand and Indoor.

She married Frank Dittmann and they became interested firstly in breeding 

Bannut Larkspur
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Thoroughbreds for racing and later Warmbloods establishing the Brandenburg Stud. 
Before that Frank met Ernie Davenport and they went into partnership together breeding 
Warmbloods under the name Libertas Stud. It happened by chance that Ernie went to the 
auction of Trisha Vale's D'Leni Stud where he bought amongst others the ten year old 
stallion Bannut Larkspur who was by Abercrychan Spectator out of Lydstep Lyric and who 
had originally been imported and used by Ida Illingworth.

Shortly thereafter the partnership 
with Libertas disbanded and Sue 
was able to acquire Larkspur and a 
couple of pony mares that had come 
with the stud, including Baby Shoes 
who was in foal to Larkspur, and 
Foresyte Christmas Carol who was 
born on Christmas day in 1970 by 
Foresyte Valiant Cymro out of 
Foresyte Valiant Christmas Fairy. 
This is where it all started with the 
breeding of ponies. On July 1, 1990 
she registered her stud name of 
Bronwydd, so named after the town 
in Wales where her grandparents 
had lived. Shortly thereafter Baby 

The village of Bronwydd with the families' houses on the hill and the Wool Mill in the foreground

Bronwydd Bonnet Magnolia at HOYS 1999 
Photo: Equerry



Shoes foaled the first pony to carry the 
Bronwydd Stud prefix, the filly Bronwydd 
Shivan.

Sue was given a very nice Anglo-Arab mare 
named Ghibli Selene and she decided to use 
her with her first foal being born in 1993, the 
filly Bronwydd Saffron by Larkspur. Although 
Selene was not one of the best looking of 
mares, every foal she produced was a made-up 
champion. Not one of her nine foals in 13 
years, all by Larkspur failed to get to the top. 
They were the filly Magnolia in 1994, the colt 
Dandelion in 1995, the filly Camelia in 1996, 
the colt Sweet William in 1999, the filly Fern in 
2001, the filly Sweet Basil in 2004, the colt 
Laburnum in 2006 and the colt Juniper in 2007 
As mentioned in the Sherwill Stud article on 
page 75, Sue formed a partnership with Kathy 
Williams. Christmas Carol was put to Kathy's 
Arab stallion Met-Lus Major and the filly 
Bronwydd Mistletoe was born in January 
1992. Later in 1991 Larkspur was put to 
Kathy's Thoroughbred mare Divine Streaker 
and the second partnership foal was born in 
October 1992, the colt Bronwydd Flamboyant. 
Because he did not fit in with a show jumping 

Bronwydd Saffron, 5 months, at the 1994 
Rand Show     Photo: Harriet Barrett

 Bronwydd Mistletoe the 2006 Northern Regional 
Champion Part-bred young Child's pony ridden by 

Ivana Cetinich      Photo: Prestige Photography

Foresyte Christmas Carol 1992 SA Supreme Partbred with the judge Dr Wynne Davies, Ceulan Stud, 
with Kathy Williams and Sue Dittmann in the background
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yard, Larkspur stood at 
Kathy's Sherwill yard in 
Vereeniging for a couple of 
years until Kathy moved to the 
Cape.

Foresyte Christmas Carol had 
5 foals in 5 years, the filly 
Bronwydd Holly in 1991, the 
filly Mistletoe in 1992, the 
filly Noelle in 1993, the filly 
Ivy in 1994 and the filly Little 
Cracker in 1995; all except 
Mistletoe being by Larkspur. 
At the 1992 National Champ-
ionships in Bloemfontein (see 
2012 Journal p93) Christmas 
Carol was the Supreme 
Champion Partbred and Dr 
Wynne Davies, the judge from 
Wales remarked that she was 
indeed a very lovely mare.

From 1994 all the foals born 
were by Bannut Larkspur and 
all the pony names carried the 
stud name of Bronwydd 
followed by Bannut and then 
the name of the pony, being 
the name of a flower, herb or 
plant.

In March 1993 Sue bought 
F o r e s y t e  G w e n e l y n ,  a  
purebred Welsh by Foresyte 
Valiant Prince Llewelyn out of 
Foresyte Valiant Gwynedd, 
and started breeding Welsh 
Ponies of Riding Type 
(Section B of the Studbook). 
She was only put to Larkspur 
and five Section B ponies 
were foaled, the first in 1994 
being Bronwydd Bannut 
Foxglove, a wonderful colt 

Foresyte Gwenelyn at the 1998 Nationals with Sunetta     Photo: Equerry

Bronwydd Bannut Dandelion at the 1996 Nationals    Photo: Equerry

Bronwydd Bannut Camelia at 1999 HOYS      Photo: Harriet Barrett



which unfortunately was gelded, the colt Thistledown on Christmas day 1995 (also 
gelded), the colt Shamrock in 1997 who broke his leg while out playing with the other 
yearlings and had to be put down, the filly Angelica in 1998 and finally the filly Penny 
Royale in 2002.

When Sue moved to George she made arrangements with Carol Small (now Kok) in Brits 
to produce Laburnum as she also has a passion for the Larkspur progeny, and had 
previously produced ponies of Sue's. Thanks to Carol, she has produced Laburnum to the 
champion he is today.

Bronwydd Holly 1991 One day old with 
dam Foresyte Christmas Carol

Bronwydd Bannut Ivy 1998 HOYS 
Photo: Equerry

Bronwydd Bannut Shamrock 1998 HOYS       Photo: Equerry
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Bronwydd Bannut Thistledown

Bronwydd Bannut Foxglove 1996 Nationals with Johan du Plessis and judge Wyn Jones 
of Nerwyn Stud in the background      Photo: Equerry



Larkspur went to KZN to stand but 
unfortunately it was not long after 
that that he had to be put down, 
siring only one foal, a colt Sanroth 
Beau Geste. Laburnum was in the 
process of being sold but the 
intending buyer failed to pay for 
him, so he came back to Sue who 
knew that he would turn out to be 
something special. He has sired two 
foals who are now on the ground 
and the quality is exceptional. He 
will be the stallion which carries the 
Bronwydd name forward and will 
officially go to stud this season.

Dandelion was also a special colt. 
Not long after the picture of him on 
page 63 was taken, he fell ill at the 
Rand Show and had to be rushed off 
to Onderstepoort but died there of 
African Horse Sickness. He only 
went to three shows but he was 
successful at every one.

Sue believes that she was fortunate to have Larkspur and two mares who clicked with him. 
This was so important to breeding fine children's ponies. She was also able to have good 
runners for her ponies in the ring - this was of paramount importance because a good 
showman ensured that that pony was half-way to the championship.

Shamrock, the one who broke his leg and had to be put down, was a lovely pony. He, 
however, was a handful because his temperament was hot and cheeky and he was gelded 
because as he was not stallion potential. It was this boisterousness which caused him to be 
kicked when he was about 3. The philosophy of the Brandenburg stud was to run out all the 
colts and geldings together as the older ones disciplined the youngsters. An upstart was 
soon put in his place! This is so important for their development where they have freedom 
but learn manners so that when they come into the riding world at three years of age, they 
know their place. Those youngsters brought up in small environments, normally singly, 
spoiled and petted, when put under saddle, have no manners because they still consider the 
human being as their equal and pushed the handlers around. It was often that Sue took in 
recalcitrant youngsters who had no manners, from these establishments, to be 'sorted'. 
After two months with the herd they knew their place. It was so important that during this 
growing up period, the youngsters had the opportunity to socialise and learn manners.

As described in Kathy's article on p75 when Larkspur arrived, he was a hooligan with no 
manners because unfortunately he had been kept isolated from the other ponies believing 

Bronwydd Bannut Angelica at 1998 Nationals 
with Sunetta        Photo: Equerry
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he was so precious. He had no opportunity of expressing himself so still did not have 
manners when he arrived with Sue as a ten year old. He was more than a handful when it 
came to covering mares. It was then decided to put him in harness with the intention of 
having something for him to concentrate his mind on. He was therefore sent to Monica 
Marcus for three months – if it worked, great; if not, well … . 

He was a self-opinionated little man and when the three months were up Monica said she 
did not know whether he would ever be in harness. Then suddenly he turned and he just 
took to the harness with brilliance. He had this showy front and just strutted. His first show 
under harness was at the Vaal in Vereeniging where he showed his stuff to great effect. He 
went on to win many championships in harness.

Sue remarked 'when Larkspur went in harness, his manners improved no end. It is said that 
you cannot teach an old dog new tricks but he just learned how to become a well-behaved 
stallion. He just became better and better and eventually I could lead him with a halter only. 
He was now able to be handled with just his covering bridle when he covered a mare – he 
was very verbal, but contained himself. Once the covering bridle was put on, he let 
everyone around know that he was on his way! However, the manners he gained from 
being ridden and being in harness stood him in great stead. He was now able to contain his 
energy. But it was also an advantage to have a very good groom in whose hands Larkspur 

Bannut Larkspur in harness



was butter. He lived in a double-fenced paddock with mares on both sides and we were 
fortunate that he lived to a ripe old age.'

The Bronwydd ponies are showing their quality in the show ring. At the Northern Regional 
Championships at Pretoria in 2012 Bronwydd Bannut Laburnum was the Partbred 
Supreme Champion and at the Autumn Gold Cup in 2013, Bronwydd Bannut Angelica 
was the Section B Supreme Champion. When one looks at the results of the ridden classes, 
one cannot but be impressed with the successful performance of Bronwydd ponies in the 
ring.

The influence of Bannut Larkspur on the ponies shown in the ring today is still very much 
in evidence and as such, a tribute to an amazing stallion.

We wish Sue every success with the continuation of the stud with her exciting young 
stallion Bronwydd Bannut Laburnum. He and his progeny should surely feature 
prominently in future journals.

GK 2013

Bronwydd Bannut Laburnum
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Section B Supreme: Meifod Highland Fling by Meifod Maestro out of Agha Helen 
owned by S Ralston                Photo: Tamara & Blake Images

HORSE OF THE YEAR & REGIONALS 2013

Section A Supreme: Llandilo Hafwen by Llandilo VIP out of Llandridod Hogenning
owned by Dolarch Stud      Photo: Tamara & Blake Images

70 Journal 2013



HORSE OF THE YEAR & REGIONALS 2013

Section C Supreme: Freyja Taliesin by Danaway The Sting (Imp) out of Bukkenburg Gwenllan 
owned by Cavallito Stud                       Photo: Tamara & Blake Images

Section D Supreme: Freyja Sioned by Danaway The Sting (Imp) out of Trofarth Dymuniad (Imp) 
owned by Meifod Stud                        Photo: Tamara & Blake Images
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HORSE OF THE YEAR & REGIONALS 2013

Partbred Supreme: Dibynn Chick Flic by Dibynn Star Edition out of Dibynn Firecracker 
owned by Dibynn Stud                         Photo: Tamara & Blake Images

Purebred Gelding Champion: Freyja Victor Bach (IIU) by Haighmoor Mab Victor out of 
Trofarth Dymuniad (Imp)                 Photo: Tamara & Blake Photography
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THE PROBLEMS OF TRANSLATIONS

As an Editor one relies on others for translations of languages other than the mother 
tongue. This can lead to unforeseen consequences. Below is a sign in English and Welsh 
found on the “Freelang's Blog Archive”. Whoever contacted the translator probably sent 
an e-mail, got a reply and had it printed on the sign:

And this is what is says in Welsh. “I'm not in the office at the moment. Please send any 
work to be translated”. ……………Isn't it priceless?

STICKER STORY
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MINIMISING THE STRESS OF WEANING

What is the least stressful way to 
wean foals? A small scale pilot 
study compared three different 
procedures. The research was 
carried out at the Graf Lehndorff 
Institute for Equine Science, 
Neustadt (Dosse), Germany, 
under the direction of Professor 
Christine Aurich.  A full report of 
the study has been published in the 
journal 'Stress'.
Different weaning procedures 
were used for each of three groups 
of mares and foals. Each group 
comprised 6 (or 5) mares and 
foals.

Methods of weaning used were: 
Group A (6 foals): all foals in the group were weaned at the same time
Group B (5 foals): all foals were weaned at the same time, but were left with two mares 
with which they were familiar, but not related.
Group C (6 foals): these foals were weaned by removing two mares from the group on each 
of three consecutive days.

During the weaning process, the researchers monitored the foals' behaviour and 
movement. They also measured the concentration of cortisol in the foals' saliva, recorded 
their heart rate and variability, and their weight. 

The results confirmed that weaning was associated with stress. All groups showed an 
increase in salivary cortisol on the day of weaning. In Group C the cortisol concentration 
remained elevated for two days.

Abrupt weaning with no further contact with adult animals seemed to be the most stressful. 
Foals in Group A lost weight for two days. They seemed more unsettled - spending more 
time moving about on the day of weaning. They also showed the most pronounced 
increase in heart rate.  Foals that were weaned in the presence of two familiar but unrelated 
mares, (Group B) seemed least affected by the weaning procedure. Of the three groups, 
they showed the least locomotion and vocalisation after weaning.

The researchers conclude: “Based on cortisol release and behaviour, weaning is associated 
with stress but this was least pronounced in foals weaned in the presence of two familiar 
but unrelated adult female horses.”

Report by Mark Andrews. Published online 27.09.12

Foals in Group B were weaned together and left with a “nanny”
mare. Photo: Christine Aurich.



SHERWILL STUD

Kathy Williams was born and grew up in Vereeniging and as a child she desperately 
wanted to ride horses but in those days there were no riding schools in the area. Then her 
mother heard that Betty Brown had opened a riding school and at the age of nine Kathy 
started riding lessons. There was nothing special to ride as the ponies were all normal 
'riding school' quality. Betty, Monica Marcus and Claire Webb had all been in Zambia but 
when the troubles started in that country they moved to South Africa. They were all well 
instructed, probably in the UK, and it was obvious that they had good backgrounds in 
horsemanship.

Kathy got to know the Welshies as a Junior when the 'Valiants' and 'Weydens' came onto 
the scene and started cleaning up the competition. Kathy never rode one but the Weydens 
were competing against her and there were some 'brilliant' ones. Kathy had a ¾ TB Bay 
Rumba who was very good at dressage and he did well in the ring in show hunter and riding 
horse classes alongside horses like Weyden Magic Splendour and Weyden Magic Novelty. 

When Kathy was 15 she went on a school tour including White River, by chance visiting 
the Foresyte Stud and meeting Ida Illingworth, an amazing person. She also saw Valiant 
who was then 20 years old as well as Foresyte Valiant Cymro and Chivito. Kathy was awe-
inspired by what Ida was producing and admired the youngstock out in the fields.

When Kathy left school she worked for Pauline Martin of the Kingfisher Riding School, 
very well known at the time for producing top children and junior riders. There were a 

Heatherland Golden Girl
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number of very good Valiants in the yard at the time, including Valiant Activity and Valiant 
Vesta, but at the back of her mind she always wanted to breed Children's ponies. She 
married Graham Williams and when Roxanne, her first daughter was about 4 years old, 
Kathy bought Persian Trinket, the Thoroughbred, from Pauline. Her intention was to put 
Trinket to a Welsh stallion although she did not know much about breeding then. One day 
she heard that Hazel Williams of the Riverside Riding School had a Partbred Welsh mare, 
Heatherland Golden Girl for sale and she bought her for R400. She was in veld condition, 

as fat as a pig and spoiled 
rotten, but a very beautiful 
pony. She had not been 
recorded in the Welsh 
Studbook, so Kathy spent 
months going through the 
rigmarole of tracking down 
her breeding which she 
eventually determined as 
being by Foresyte Cambrian 
Golden  Gorse  ou t  o f  
Willowsway Petruschka and 
born in 1983, having been 
bred by Dawn Hartley. 
Although she bought her for 
Roxanne, who was then four, 
the combination of pony and 
rider did not work as the pony 

was too strong and big. Roxanne had a few lead rein classes on her but this partnership was 
not ideal. At one of the shows Delia Gardner had seen her and begged Kathy that if ever she 
wanted to sell Goldie to contact her. This happened soon thereafter in 1990 when Delia 
bought her. The rest of the history of this wonderful mare is recorded in her obituary in the 

2007 Journal. They then got Foresyte Cambrian Beau 
Brummel for Roxanne. He was then a 19 year old and was 
ideal for the purpose as he was very experienced and had 
done everything. He had won a lot in showing, dressage and 
jumping. They adored one another and Beau became 
Roxanne's best friend. Kathy had been so impressed with 
Goldie that in 1987 she decided to put Trinket to Foresyte 
Cambrian Golden Gorse. This was also the year that she 
became a member of the Welsh Pony and Cob Society and 
registered her prefix as Sher(ry), a TB mare who died in foal, 
and Will(iams). Trinket produced Sherwill Bagatelle on the 

st1  August 1988, the first Partbred of the stud. Bagatelle won 
the Youngstock Championship at HOYS in 1989 as a 5 
month old and that is when it really started. Trinket produced 
three more foals for Sherwill; Sherwill Bold Fawn by Bannut 
Larkspur in 1993, Sherwill China Blue by Willowbrook 
China Goblin in 1995 and Sherwill Malachite by Foresyte 

Foresyte Cambrian Beau Brummel with Roxanne Williams

Sherwill Bagatelle
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Bannut Glyndwr in 1997. 
Every one of Trinket 's  
progeny were Supreme 
Champions. Trinket sadly 
died in foal to Glyndwr.

When Glynis Karlsson (nee 
Buchanan) got married in 
1989 and moved to a farm in 
the Henley-on-Klip district, 
Kathy and Glynis became 
friends and opportunities for 
other bloodlines were opened. 
Kathy leased Freyja Perdita 
(Badgemore Pegasus x Really 
Yours TB) and put her to the 
Arab stallion Met-lus Major, 

and used Badgemore Pegasus (Twyford Splendour x Badgemore Peony) on her other mare 
Foresyte Valiant Ladybird. In 1990 Perdita produced Sherwill Masquerade and Ladybird, 
Sherwill Honey Suckle Rose. Frank and Sue Dittmann had acquired the ten year old 

Sherwill Bold Fawn at the 1998 Rand Show ridden by Claire Marcus       Photo: Harriet Barrett

Sherwill China Blue with Michaela Hogg
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imported stallion Bannut Larkspur 
who was by Abercrychan Spectator 
out of Lydstep Lyric, at Ernie 
Davenport's dispersal sale, along with 
a few partbred mares, including 
Foresyte Christmas Carol. Larkspur 
had previously been standing at Trisha 
Vale's stud where he had sired all the 
famous D'leni ponies. Sue had been 
Kathy's instructor as a junior and they 
had remained friends after their 
respective marriages. When Sue 
suggested they set up a partnership, 
Kathy was delighted and so 

Bronwydd Stud was born. Larkspur stood with Kathy for a number of years thereafter. 
Foresyte Christmas Carol (Foresyte Valiant Cymro x Foresyte Valiant Christmas Fairy) 
was put to Met-lus Major and early in 1992 the filly Bronwydd Mistletoe was foaled. 
Kathy had a good Thoroughbred mare, Divine Streaker and this was put to Larkspur 
producing the colt Bronwydd Flamboyant in October 1992. Flamboyant was sold to Di 

Nicholson of the Dibynn Stud and he produced a string of good partbreds for that stud viz., 
the fillies, Dibynn Rustling Silk, Star Quality and Firecracker and the colt (gelded) Star 
Performer. When Kathy moved, the partnership was dissolved with Sue Dittman 
continuing with the Bronwydd prefix. The Sherwill prefix had always been separate and 
not part of the partnership.

Bannut Larkspur

Bronwydd Mistletoe and dam Foresyte Christmas Carol
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Kathy also bred in partnership with 
Pauline but the progeny were only 
12½% Welsh and therefore did not 
qualify for recording in the Welsh 
Studbook. They were Drummer Boy 
and Drum Tattoo, both by Met-lus 
Major out of Weyden Magic Snipe, 
therefore part Arab and they did very 
well in the Arab championships.

Kathy became heavily involved with 
the Thoroughbred industry and 
Racehorse breeding and it was 
therefore difficult to breed Welshies; 
the opportunity arose again when the 

family moved to George and their Thoroughbred mare Flippant Girl was earmarked to put 
to a Welsh stallion. She had produced a few Thoroughbred foals from this mare, all of 
whom were good looking, including the lovely mare Lady Electra and the champion junior 
show horse Debonair.

She then decided to once again start breeding children's ponies and in 2000 bought 
Llandilo Valour (Uyzel Smart x Bukkenburg Valerie) as a yearling from Jean Budler. She 
admits that she does not know much about Section A bloodlines but was so taken with him 
when she went to see him that she knew he would be perfect to breed partbreds. She did not 
buy him because she thought he was a brilliant Section A; in her opinion, he was a better 

Divine Streaker

Llandilo Valour with one of Kathy's young pupils in a lead rein class

79Journal 2013



Section B being a finer type of pony. He had the action and temperament that she wanted 
for her stud. In 2001 he was put to Flippant Girl who produced the colt Sherwill Velasquez 
in January 2002. She was pleased with what Valour was producing and used him five more 
times before he sadly had to be gelded; Badgemore Bubbling Bee produced the only 
purebred pony, the Section B filly Sherwill Bonny Bee in 2003; Lady Electra, the 

thoroughbred, produced the colt Sherwill Valerian in 2005; Flippant Girl, the colt Sherwill 
Vladimir in 2005; Miss Muffet, the filly Sherwill Madame Vogue and Flippant Girl, the 
colt Sherwill Valedictory, both in 2006.

On her experiences and philosophy of breeding, Kathy has this to say:-

'The only purebred that I bred was Sherwill Bonny Bee out of Badgemore Bubbling Bee by 
Valour. She has never been to a breed show, only SANESA where she has done very well. 
My idea is to put her to a decent Section B stallion if I can find one, which endeavour 
appears to be very difficult. Unfortunately semen cannot be brought into South Africa now 
but even if it was, I don't believe in breeding on paper, ever. You have got to look at the sire 
and the dam very carefully and need to be able to see the product of the mating in your 
head. In my opinion, breeding on paper does not work. Conformation has to fit in and 
temperament is vitally important. I would in any case be hesitant to bring in semen from a 
stallion I have not seen in the flesh. Photographs are of no use as you do not see the 
temperament. I would be hesitant to send Bonny to a stallion which I have personally not 
seen. This does not leave me with many options. Apparently all the purebred progeny of 
Larkspur were gelded! In addition, I would not use an Arab stallion because this will give a 

Sherwill Velasquez
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very small partbred and there is no market for small partbreds.

'Unfortunately few people are breeding good 'B's' which should be very scopey and can 
beat larger mounts hands down. The B's in South Africa are of all sizes and shapes and few, 
if any, meet the breed standard. If one is going to breed B's, one must introduce A blood 
often to get the type back. In the 2012 Journal, there is a photograph of the Royal Welsh 
winning Section B mare, Llanarth Delilah, which is, in my opinion, what a B is all about. 
Valiant was a very old fashioned type looking stallion, but bred brilliantly. However, in my 

Badgemore Bubbling Bee and her foal Sherwill Bonny Bee

Sherwill Valerian at HOYS 2012 ridden by owner Sara Boulle         Photo: H2 Photography
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view Larkspur was the most influential B stallion for breeding partbreds ever in South 
Africa. It was thought that when he came out of quarantine he was grossly overweight and 
was fed bran to get his weight down, causing Miller's Disease and this is most probably 
what caused his back problem. None of his progeny were affected. He was a very difficult 
stallion when he was to cover a mare. It required two grooms to hold him and he would be 

Sherwill Vladimir ridden by owner Britney Tarr

Sherwill Madam Vogue at the 2013 HOYS ridden by owner Sara Boulle Photo: Tamara and Blake Images
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quick to bite or kick who ever got in his way, if she would not stand! Or wrap a groom 
round the nearest tree! Sue got him to settle a lot when he was standing at Brandenburg. It 
was decided to send him to Monica Marcus to break him to harness as the exercise would 

be good for his back. He blotted his copy book badly when he arrived, as he tried to go over 
a stable door to bite the top Arab stallion from the Vidiko Stud that Claire had in for 
schooling. Needless to say Monica informed him that that type of behaviour would not be 
tolerated in her establishment. Within three months under Monica he won his first Private 
Drive competition at the Vaal Show and the same year he took the Section B harness class 
at Nationals. He spent the rest of his long life much loved and cared for at Brandenburg 
Stud where he sired all the top Bronwydd ponies.

'I don't believe that there is anything better than Partbred Welshies for any kid – nothing to 
beat them in jumping, showing and dressage. But you need the purebred stock to breed the 
best partbreds. It is so heinously expensive to keep Thoroughbred mares and then you 
cannot sell off their progeny until they are at least 4, preferably 5 years of age. Producers in 
the North will not accept any youngsters under the age of 4, so a breeder will be carrying 
youngstock for a very long time, and this adds considerably to the cost.

Who is breeding quality riding ponies? Down the line there will be no quality mounts for 
the younger generation to ride and that will be tragic. Breeders need to be careful where 
their ponies land up because if not properly handled, this can cause serious behaviour 
problems which will come back on your stud name.

Lady Electra
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'I would also like to see the mating of a Welsh Cob stallion onto a Thoroughbred mare. The 
Warmbloods are too big for the smaller woman like myself and we do not all like to ride 
these huge animals. The TB/Welsh Cob cross will give a decent size mount, about 15.1 or 
2hh. But you do need an elegant mare. This cross is very popular in the UK and has 
produced some very talented horses.

'When I went to looked at Valour, I was impressed with his beautiful flow and his lovely 
shoulder. Everything that he bred gave progeny up to height. With the 14.3 Miss Muffet he 

produced 13.3hh.

'In 1992 when Dr Wynne Davies of the Ceulan Stud judged the Nationals (see 2012 
Journal p93) we took Larkspur, Christmas Carol, Bagatelle and D'Leni Bannut 
Gwendoline (owned by Illa Mitchell). Larkspur won the Section B Single Harness 
Championship, Gwendoline was the Section B Supreme Champion and Christmas Carol, 
who had Mistletoe at foot, was the Partbred Supreme Champion. Dr Wynne commented 
that 'she was such a lovely mare'. Bagatelle was junior champion partbred ahead of D'leni 
Christmas Queen, a daughter of Christmas Carol! Bagatelle embarrassed me badly by 
trying to jump on the poor judge in the final line up!

'AS A BREEDER I eagerly look for news of my ponies in the results on the Welsh website 
and also at Sanef shows, they are after all like your children. You are there when they take 
their first breath, you raise them, send them out into the world, and then like a parent you 
must hope that they will thrive, do well and most of all, be loved and taken care of.'

D'Leni Bannut Gwendoline Section B Supreme with Kathy at the wet 1992 Nationals
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Section D Supreme: Fronarth Seren Goch (Imp) by Fronarth Cymro Goch out of Fronarth 
Model Queen leased to Windermere Stud

AUTUMN GOLD CUP 2013

Section A Supreme and Supreme Purebred: Gwyddls Showtime by Caernafon Tabutanna Dunkid 
out of Dunkid Summer Vogue owned by W de Villiers
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Like Mother (Freyja Boneddiges)  Like Daughter (Freyja Arbennig)

Fronarth Brynmor (Imp)
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Freyja Victor Bach (IIU)
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Siôn

Danaway
The Sting x
Trofarth



MEIFOD STUD
Where Quality Counts

IMPORTED WELSH COB STALLION AT STUD

TROFARTH LLYSGENNAD
Derwen Desert Express x Trofarth Lowri by Mabnesscliffe Survivor

(Cenad)

Cenad is an outcross to all mares in South Africa

CONTACT:  SIOBHAN  082 332 7508
SHARON  011 314 1020
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