
BEVLON STUD

The Fourie family farmed on the farm De Hoop outside 'die Slot-van-die-Paarl' in 
the Western Cape, were well known for breeding and showing Hackneys. Helene 
Fourie, the mother of Wynand and Danilene was from the famous Ben van der 
Westhuizen family who successfully bred and showed Hackney and Friesian 
horses. Today, the fifth generation of this family is still involved in the showing of 
Hackney horses.

In 1971 the family bought a business by the name 'Bevlon', then made of the names 
of 'Beverley' and 'Leon' the owners who had found themselves in financial 
distress. The name of the business became the name of the stud for Hackneys 
registered with the South African Stud Breeder's Association. When Danilene was 
four she fell off a horse and her mother forbade her to ever ride them again.

A short while thereafter in 1976, Wynand, who established the gymkhana club at 
the Hoërskool Gymnasium in the Paarl persuaded his sister Danilene, who was 
then seven, to compete in the gymkhana and at her first outing was nominated as 
the best beginner.
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Cheeky Midnight with Wynand and Danilene
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To take her mind off these gymkhanas and riding Hackneys, Danie, her father, 
decided to buy her a Welsh pony which would be more suitable for her age and 

nd
size. So it came to be that on 2  February, 1979, he bought the yearling colt, 
Cheeky Midnight (Bundemar Hogigi x Cheeky Bluebird) from the van Staden 
family.

The bug bit and a year later in February 1980, he visited the Nel family of the 
Cheerful Stud in Sutherland where he bought five ponies as the foundation stock 
of his new stud which would also be carried out under the Bevlon prefix. These 
were Badgemore Ginger Snap by Badgemore Starlight out of Badgemore Biscuit; 
Cheeky Pep by Hinton Heather Bee out of Torbry Pixie; Cheerful Beauty Queen 
by Cheeky Pep out of Uyzel Sun-Set; Uyzel Sun-Set by Torbry Leader out of 
Torbry Vinus and Uyzel Silvia by Torbry Leader out of Torbry Shelley.

Uyzel Silvia was already in foal to Cheeky Pep when he bought her and on 15 
October 1980 the first Welsh Mountain pony to carry the Bevlon prefix was 
foaled, Bevlon Bachelor Boy. And so began the Bevlon Welsh Mountain Pony 
Stud which bred 25 Welsh Mountain ponies, 15 colts and 10 fillies. It is interesting 
to note that although the Bukkenburg Stud of Welsh Mountain ponies was so 
dominant in those days, that he did not have one pony from that stud. It is also 

Badgemore Ginger Snap with Wynand



Journal 2020 53

further interesting to note that of the 25 ponies, 14 were Black, 4 Bay, 4 Chestnut, 2 
Roan and 1 Sorrell; a far cry from the predominantly grey ponies we see today. 
Bevlon Troublemaker, the name conjuring up a definite picture, was next to foal 
and was by Cheeky Pep out of Uyzel Sun-Set.

Not satisfied with his stock, the family went on a further buying spree and bought 
three ponies from Chris Jacobs of the Y-Brenin Stud in Cape Town; Torbry 
Suzanne by Revel Vada out of Torbry Susan, Torbry Popsi, by Twyford Jock out of 
Torbry Poppet and Torbry Bobbin, by Revel Society out of Torbry Button. The 
only other pony which the family acquired, this time from Gill Ainslie in 1989, 
was Llandilo Sonny Boy by Bevlon Bachelor Boy (who he sold to Jean Budler in 
1985) out of Chippendale Clarette. As recorded in the article on the Kadima Stud 
of Philip and daughter Beverli Katz in the 2009 Journal (p110), three ponies were 
bought by them from the Bevlon Stud viz., Uyzel Silvia in 1985, Cheeky Pep in 
1989 and Uyzel Sun-Set in 1991 to start and progress their Welsh Mountain pony 
stud, in addition to their Arab stud.

Although the two Uyzel mares bred good ponies, Wynand thought they were not 
the prettiest Welsh ponies to look at and when potential buyers came to visit the 
stud, he chased these two mares into the veld so that the visitors could not see 
them. Obviously Philip Katz saw that differently, because he bought them!

Cheeky Pep



The Bevlon Welsh Mountain Pony Stud started breeding and showing seriously. 
In 1984 at the National Championship, which was judged by Cecile Norden and 

st
Mr van der Merwe, Bevlon Bachelor Boy was 1  in the 2-4 year Colt class, 

st
Badgemore Ginger Snap was reserve Stallion 10+, Cheeky Midnight was 1  in the 
Stallion 4-10yrs and in the Double Harness championship, the Cheeky Pep and 
Badgemore Ginger Snap combination was reserve to the famous Bukkenburg pair 
of Josephine and Valour (see 2014 Journal p54). 

But it was in 1985 which was judged by Dick Swain of the United Kingdom that 
st

the stud really shone. Badgemore Ginger Snap was 1  in the 10+ Stallion class and 
went on to become the Reserve Supreme Champion (to Snowdon Ballet Girl). In 
addition Cheeky Midnight and Cheeky Pep were the Tandem Champions as well 
as the Double Harness Champions (see 2015 Journal p70/1) which led to their 
name being engraved on the Honours Board at the Bloemfontein Showgrounds in 
both disciplines.

Wynand and Danilene were heavily involved in the showing of ponies and 
normally participated in numerous shows during the year, primarily in the Western 
Cape but occasionally in Bloemfontein. Other shows that they attended were at 
Porterville, Tulbagh, Worcester, Ceres, Heidelberg and Riebeek West, and 
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Badgemore Ginger Snap competing in Obstacles with Hannah van der Merwe
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naturally the Western Cape Regionals at Goodwood. His father gave them a truck 
and a driver – that was all – and they had to prepare, train and groom all the ponies 
themselves although Appie Prins occasionally assisted them with the training of 
the ponies in harness. They sometimes took up to 22 ponies to a show which was 
not only back-breaking but tiring.

GK 2020

This article would not have been possible without the considerable assistance of 
Wynand and Danilene, to whom my heartfelt thanks are due.

Bevlon Sebastian by Cheeky Midnight out of Uyzel Sun-Set was without 
doubt in the mind of Wynand his favourite stallion bred by the Bevlon Stud. 

Although lightly shown, he was always in the prizes.

-------oooooooOooooooo-------

Virtue shall be bound into the hair of thy forelock. I have given thee the 
power of flight without wings. Author Unknown
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The ultimate accolade for a whip is to achieve 'The Double' by winning both the 
Double Harness championship as well as the Tandem Championship at the same 

show, which Wynand did in 1985 at Bloemfontein

Landbouweekblad

Landbouweekblad
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Badgemore Ginger Snap soon after his arrival on the farm and being shown at 
Goodwood Showgrounds
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Cheeky Midnight with Danilene and his Championship Award

-------oooooooOooooooo-------

“Horses change lives. They give our young people confidence and self-
esteem. They provide peace and tranquility to troubled souls. They give 
us hope!" ~ Toni Robinson

"One can get in a car and see what man has made. One must get on a 
horse to see what God has made." ~ Author Unknown

"If you have seen nothing but the beauty of their markings and limbs, 
their true beauty is hidden from you." ~ Author Unknown

-------oooooooOooooooo-------

Bloemfontein 2000 - All photographs by Equerry


