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GAY COMET 66 

JOHN KENYON HILL - BLOEMFONTEIN 
 
Mr John Hill JP, an Inspection Judge as well as the first honorary member of 
the Welsh Pony and Cob Society, because of his knowledge of the breed, 
served on the Council and the Stud Book editing committee of the WPCS. He 
was one of only 11 people invited to attend what was to be the inaugural 
meeting of the Welsh Pony and Cob Society held at Llandrindod Wells on 25 th 
April, 1901. He was also Chairman of the Editing Committee of the Polo Pony 
Stud Book as well as editor of the Stock Journal Almanac. There are many 
articles by him in the Welsh Stud Book, two being reproduced in the 2016 
Journal, p61+. He was also an eminent judge of Welsh and other breeds.   
 
John Kenyon Hill was born on 13 January, 1869, the third child of John and 
Mary Hill of Church Stretton, married Elizabeth Morris and they had one 
daughter, Alice, in 1896, but they were divorced shortly thereafter. He joined 
the British forces as soldier number 1267 and served in the Anglo Boer War 
from 1900 to 1902 in the Imperial Yeomanry, a voluntary cavalry corps, as 
Information Officer. He was awarded the Queen’s South Africa (QSA) Medal 
Clasps: Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal and the King’s 2 Clasps. 
 
The British occupation of Bloemfontein occurred on 13 March, 1900. At that 
stage the population numbered some 3 500 people; 1500 Coloured and Black 
with 2 000 Whites of which 1 100 were English speaking1. The British forces, 
consisting of 1405 officers, 32 549 troops and 11 540 horses entered from the 
South-East via Monument Road and Church Street2 which boasted some of 
Bloemfontein’s most beautiful gardens.3 ‘The Military, when once in the 
town, took possession of everything in a quiet way’4. “Senior Officers 
occupied the empty homes of residents who had left town”5. The reception 
was celebratory by the English speakers, known locally as ‘Uitlanders’ with 
the others watching the procession through drawn curtains6. 
 

                                                 
1 J Bryce. Impressions of South Africa, page 314 
2 Now Oliver Tambo Road 
3 F Young . Memory Harbour, page 124 
4 The Friend. 15 March, 1900, page 4 
5 Anon. South African Despatches (Vol 1) London 1901  
6 The British Soldier’s Bloemfontein. Impressions and experiences during the time of 
the British occupation 13 March – 3 May 1900. Derek du Bruyn and Andre Wessels 
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Bloemfontein in 1900       Photo: National Museum, Bloemfontein 

 
JKH was transferred to the Remount Department, responsible for selling 
surplus horses after the war (see p187). It appears that he joined the Welsh 
Pony and Cob Society in the UK as a member in 1902 and according to the 
records was appointed as an Inspection Judge. It must have been obvious to 
him that there were many Welsh cob mares being sold to the local farmers , 
and, as an Inspection Judge, could approve them for entering in the Welsh 
Stud Book. It must have been this action which led to a number of mares 
being entered, viz., 905 Nosey for Archibald Wright (p133), 794 Bessie for H 
Soggers (p132) and 810 Dawn, 838 Lady and 865 Sheen for Basil John 
Holmes (p148) and all were ‘imported’ in 1900 or 1901. None of these have a 
sire or dam recorded, nor a breeder, which indicates that this information was 
unknown to the owner and the Society. I can find no other reason for this 
happening. In addition, they all lived in the Bloemfontein area and it was 
unlikely that they did not know one another. JKH remained a member of the 
Society and an Inspection Judge with an address in Bloemfontein until 1907, 
which is surprising in view of the next phase in his life.  
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John Kenyon Hill (JKH) arrived in Bloemfontein a few days later and 
immediately must have occupied the property known as ‘Schultz House’ in 
Monument Road, on the corner of Kazerne Street. In 1910 it was the ORC 
Police Stables and Stores and today it has a derelict building and an electric 
sub-station with the next entrance leading to the Fort and the Basutoland War 
Memorial. He obviously was intent on staying and asked his father to send 
him some Welsh cob stallions. 



Mr John Hill was the judge at the Aberystwyth Show and also the guest 
speaker at the luncheon where he explained that he was sending out two 
Welsh Cob Stallions to South Africa7. In a report on the meeting of the WPCS, 
one speaker at the meeting noted ‘They had one large supporter in South 
Africa, who was in charge of the government breeding farms who was already 
receiving Cobs for cross-breeding with the South African8. I do not know 
whether the speaker was referring to JHK or Ralph Turner (J2023). 
 
The first Welsh cob stallion which I can trace to South Africa was:- 
 

 
  
This is confirmed by the following advert in The Friend9 where he is referred 
to as a Welsh Roadster Stallion, a common term used in those days 
 

 

                                                 
7 Welsh Coast Pioneer: ‘Welsh Cobs to South Africa’ 29 August 1902 
8 Towyn on Sea and Merioneth Times: 11 December 1902 
9 The Friend: Advert in the 8 December, 1902 issue, page 1 
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Myrtle Gentleman was shown quite extensively in Wales and in the early part 
of 1902 alone was 1st at Carmarthen, 1st and Champion in Narberth, 2nd at 
Wrexham, beating Royal and Crystal Palace winners and 2nd at Aberystwyth 
in a strong class of 17, open to All England. According to the Welsh Stud 
Book, only one filly, a Roan Section C, was registered as his progeny, being 
1141 Lucy, out of Bess, foaled 1902, winning 1st at Cardigan as a foal. 
 
In an article by John Hill in 1902, he states ‘I sent out a few weeks ago, two 
valuable Welsh Cob Stallions, standing 14 hands 3 in., to execute an order 
from South Africa; those were typical animals, full of the fire and dash of the 
breed, descended from the best strains of Cardigan blood, and eligible for 
entry in the second volume of the Welsh Pony and Cob Stud Book. These 
have given such satisfaction that a further order followed, and another cob has 
been shipped10’. I think he got it the wrong way around; it was one stallion 
followed by two more mentioned in the advert, as below:- 
 

 
 
High Stepping Gambler has four foals registered in the Welsh Stud Book; 
three fillies, 1352 Pride of Clettwr (B) in 1897, Polly (D) in 1901 and Dolly 
Grey of Penlanfach (B) in 1902; but his most famous progeny would without 
doubt be his son, High Stepping Gambler II 143 out of Fanny (by Young King 
Jack) foaled in 1902. The triumph of High Stepping Gambler II came in 1909 
when he was awarded the George, Prince of Wales Cup at the Royal Welsh 
Show, only the second time it had been awarded since inception11. It is 
interesting to note that the judge at this show was John Hill. I have not been 
able to find a photographs of High Stepping Gambler but on the next page is 
one of his son, the Cup winner. See also page 67 in the 2005 Journal. 

                                                 
10 Live Stock Journal Almanac 1903: John Hill – Ponies in 1902 
11 www.freyja.co.za/GPOW 
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High Stepping Gambler II 143, Winner of the George, Prince of Wales Cup in 1909 

 

 
 
Gay Comet sired 5 registered foals, all Section C’s and born in 1903 to mares 
owned by Mr W S Miller of the Forest Stud (see p170): Forest Comet 171 out 
of Fanny (he was sold to Australia); Forest Gay Boy 172 out of Lady 
Glenluss; 1827 Forest Countess out of 29 Brown Queen; 1866 Forest Lady 
Griff out of Sally; and 1867 Forest Lady Pluck out of 370 Pluck. 
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‘High Stepping Gambler I was exported to South Africa end of season 1903, 
and was kept by Mr J R Hill at his valuable stud at Schultz House, Monument 
Road, Orange River Colony, South Africa, and was serving mares at fees of 
Ten Guineas each mare’12. Teleri Bevan also wrote ‘Both of Brenin Gwalia’s 
grand sires were exported as equine pioneers of Welsh Cob breeding in two 
continents; Trotting Gambler went to Australia where he triumphed in leading 
shows, and High Stepping Gambler went to South Africa, where he was 
serving mares at £10-10-0d each’13. 
 
In a manuscript folder the following photograph was found with the 
photographer being Richard G Koehler, Box 644, Pretoria, and marked 
‘imported stallion’. It is obviously taken at a show and as the photographer 
was in Pretoria, assumedly in the Transvaal. The first Transvaal show after the 

Anglo-Boer War was held in Potchefstroom in 1905, the Witwatersrand 
Agricultural Society Show (later Rand Easter Show) in 1907 and the Pretoria 
Show in 1910. Could this possibly be Gay Comet at the Potchefstroom Show? 
It matches his description, but we will never know. He appears to be a Welsh 
Cob stallion and no other Welsh Cob stallions, other than those above are 
known to have been imported at that stage. 
                                                 
12 Carmarthen Journal ‘The Shire v The Strong Boned Welsh Cob or Roadster’ 1914 
13 The Ladies of Blaenwern: Teleri Bevan page 58 
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Richard G Koehler



Judging from the advert in The Friend, as above, JKH was obviously a stock 
dealer but apparently was also employed on Special Service with the 
Transvaal Agricultural Department in 1903. He must therefore have known 
Ralph Turner (J2023) whilst Ralph was a Manager at the Transvaal 
Government Horse Stud farm at Standerton. This appears to be JKH’s last 
contact with the Welsh breeds because he moved to British East Africa 
Protectorate (EAP) (later Kenya) towards the end of 1903 but according to the 
Welsh Stud Books he continued his membership of the Society, and his 
appointment as Inspection Judge until 1907. 
 
On 25 February, 1904, JKH was appointed an Assistant in the EAP 
Agricultural Department and on 1 April, 1907, as the General Manager of the 
Naivasha Stock Farm, and Assistant Director of Agriculture. 
 
Fortunately, his second wife, Mary Ruby Hill, who was born in Barberton, 
Transvaal Republic on 11 November, 1888, the only daughter of Frank 
Watkins14, published their further life in a book15 as follows, in precis form:- 
‘When my father arrived, he wrote to my mother to come out. I was then 
studying opera singing at Dresden but I begged to be allowed to leave my 
studies for a while and to accompany my mother. I never returned to go on 
with my singing career as I got married instead. My father did not tell us that 
Kenya could be very cold; his only advice to us was to bring a stove, my 
Bechstein piano and our side-saddles. We sailed in s.s. Modasa and arrived in 
Mombasa in 1905. My mother bought land with a nice wood and iron 
bungalow on it, near where the Salisbury Hotel now stands; and so we moved 
into our first home in EA. ...... It was at a local race meeting that I met my 
future husband J.K. Hill, who came to EA in 1903’. 
 
When aged 37, JHK married 18 year-old Mary Ruby Watkins on 10 
December, 1906, in the little tin St. Stephen’s Church, Nairobi, and from this 
union 6 children were born, three boys (who died at the ages of 64, 1 and 21 

                                                 
14 Frank Watkins was born in Durban in 1855 and moved to Barberton after marrying 
Susan Glynn. Amongst his achievements he was a journalist, gold fields pioneer, 
politician, being the first Englishman by naturalisation on the Transvaal Volksraa d 
(being an elected member for Barberton until 1902) and Chairman of the Mining and 
Commercial Chamber in 1889. He was the author of the publication ‘The Transvaal 
Question’ prepared for a debate in the British Parliament. In 1904 he moved to British 
East Africa where he was a farmer, and established and was the first Managing 
Director of The Times Printing and Publishing Company. He died in 1938, aged 83 
15 Ruby Hill: The Government Experimental Farm, Naivasha 

Journal 2022: Welsh Ponies & Cobs, South Africa124



years) and three girls (who died at the ages of 99, 97 and 79 years). Obviously, 
it paid to be a girl in those days! 
 
‘I had never lived on a farm anywhere before. It was a lonely life for a girl 
coming straight from Dresden - there were very few European women in BEA 
then. Distances were great and transport primitive and slow and roads non-
existent, just tracks.’ The Hills used to drive into Naivasha in a four-in-hand 
drawn by zebras, complete with hunting horn, passing through herds of plains 
game almost all the way. These zebra were bought by Lord Rothschild to be 
driven in the London parks.16  
 

 
 
‘We left the Government farm shortly afterwards as we were offered a very 
tempting salary to go and work for the EA Syndicate at Gilgil.’ 
 
‘In 1914 we decided to return to England as my husband wanted to join the 
King's Shropshire Light Infantry to do his bit in WW1, and also we had left 
our young family there and wanted to see them’17. In 1917, JKH was a Lieut. 
doing duty at the Depot in Shrewsbury, was promoted to Captain and in 

                                                 
16 Pioneers in East Africa: Government Farm, Naivasha 
17 Ruby Hill: The Government Experimental Farm, Naivasha 
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command of the Agricultural Company in Carlisle18. In 1920 he was put in 
charge of the ‘Land fit for Heroes’ programme endeavouring to resettle ex-
servicemen into a rural environment, but this received a mixed reception, and 
he was then appointed as Director of ‘Ex-Service Farm Settlement under the 
Minister of Agriculture’. 
 
The family returned to Kenya in 1927, which 
was a boom year. The last information I 
have of JKH was that he was  elected a 
member of the Rift Valley Sports Club on 9 
June, 192919. 
 
John Kenyon Hill, died on 9 December, 
1944, aged 75 and Ruby in 1945 and are 
buried in the Nakuru North Cemetery20. 
 
GK 2022 
 
My sincerest appreciation to Mr Rhydian 
Davies of the National Library of Wales for 
invaluable assistance, without which, much 
of the history of John Kenyon Hill, shown 
here, would not have been known 
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