
WICKEN STUD 
 
Mr Ron Curtis, an architect, and his daughter Pam Curtis of Pietermaritzburg 
joined the Society and registered the Wicken Stud prefix in 1985; the name of 
their small holding called Wicken, which in turn came from a small town in 
which they previously lived in the United Kingdom on the A422 between 
Milton Keynes and Buckingham. 
 
They bought the 6 y-o Section B mare Pemandus Manda from Ida Illingworth, 
the transfer being effective on 16 May, 1985. She was bred by Magda van der 
Walt by Moddervlei Riempie out of Spasido Golden Days and was foaled on 
30 July, 1979. (See Pemandus Stud J2015 p105). 
 

 
Pemandus Manda with Pam Curtis 

 
Later in 1985 the Curtises made arrangements with Pat Moore of the Hydown 
Stud to put Manda in foal to Greenlinks Olympic Marathon (J2015 p94), the 
imported dark Bay 5 y-o stallion by Hever Olympic out of Twewithian Tafeta. 
 
On 15 October, 1986, Wicken Elsa, a Bay with star and stripe, was foaled at 
Pam Curtis’ stables at Claridge outside of Pietermaritzburg.  
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The Wicken stud was up in the 
hills, Boston way, and they 
were having break-in 
problems. Pat Moore of the 
Hydown Stud vividly 
remembers the telephone call 
one night about the trouble on 
the farm and the family feared 
for the safety of their stock. 
Accordingly, Pat and Derek 
Moore agreed to buy their 
ponies. Manda was sold on to 
a family in Karloff although 
on second thoughts Pat felt 
that she should have kept her 
to breed with Marathon. Elsa 
was an eight month-old foal at 
the time and 18 months later 
she caught the eye of a small 
group of pony enthusiasts from 
the Transvaal who were 

visiting Fernhill. Pat first thought that she was too young for breaking-in but 

when she looked up her details, found she was ready for gentle work and was 
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bought by the Sadleirs in 1989, a family of knowledgeable people, to make a 
great future under saddle with lovely kids. 
 

 
In 1990, as a four y-o, she was shown at the Vaal Show and was awarded the 
In-Hand championship for Section B’s as in the accompanying photograph. 

At the 1997 Rand Show with Michaela Hogg 

 
Harriet Barrett



Pam Curtis was the horsey side of the business as her parents were 
German Shepherd breeders for the show ring, with Ron being seriously 
interested in genes and improving bloodlines. This was his desire with 
the Welshies. 
 
Pam commented ‘I would like to think that Wicken Elsa’s success (on 
the breeding side) was due to Dad’s “good eye” and passion for 
improving bloodlines. Elsa was a remarkable pony with an outstanding 
character from day one where she was born at my stables’. 
 

 
At the 1995 Rand Show with Mariska Hogg 

GK 2022 
My appreciation to Pam Curtis and Pat Moore for the information provided, 
together with all the photographs, without which, this article would not have 
been possible 

Harriet Barrett
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