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HE possibilities of live stock exhibitions from an educational
standpoint can hardly be estimated, and they can be
discussed here only in a general way. The caresrs of a
few individuals stand out promivently in the annals of
Agriculturs, gnd, in their cases, we can arrive ot &

measurable appreciation of the educational value to them of

such exhibitions, but no man can tell how much the ravk
and file of breeders and stock raisers may have been inspired
by euch influences, nor can any statistician estimate the
valoe lo o country of the work of men who devete a large share of
iheir time, energy, and money to the broeding and showing of live
glock, That live stk exhibitions have an exeeedingly strong hold
on the attention of the public is unguestioned, and if proaf were
required we have but to glance over the attendance roll of some af
the older established ones and at the large sums of money that are
yearly offered in premiume and prizes, and the enhanced estimate of
their vale to the public is ferther emphasized by the inereasing
interest talken in them by p-e:g)’te of all classes and at great distance
as imstamced by the world-wide renown of the shows of the Royal
Agriculture Society in England, the Rayal Dublin Society in Ircland,
and the American Roval and Imternational Shows in America. The
very large attendance of townspeople shows that persons of all ranks
recognise the mecessity and desirability of heing informed concerning
one of the greatest industries of the world. For convenience of
deseription, I propose o look at these exhibitions from twe standpoiuts,
VI, : {1:1 value to the axhibitar : f‘)} valoe to the apectator.

(1) Varor 1o teE Exnsrroe,

The poblic does not generally realise the fact that exhibitors
usually add to their Imowledge of animal form and management at
each show to which they bring their animals, A carefully classified
and well eonduected live stock show will provide instruction mot only
for the spectator—almost squally important are the lessons taught
the exhibitor himself. Most people think that a man who brings an
amimal into a show ring iz beyond the necessity of aequiring
Enowledge of the seleetion and management of his animals, but while
the best anthorities un these subjects are undonbtedly almost always
among exhibitors, the yauks of showuwm freguently inelude some
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inexperience and nediperity. An exhibitor who goes to a show with
the idea that le las nﬂl.hiug further *a learn had hetter stay EWAY.
The educational value of a show to av exhibitor may be in fitting his
avimal for show, in competition in the ring, in interchange of views
and opinions with other exhibitors and breeders and in an emlarged
useful and sympatbelic scqueivtavee, and be may alse learn wuck
from buyers, and lwve av opportunity of studying the requirements
of the warket or markets which he seeks to supply that wonld other
wise be dewied to hin.

Fifting for Shows=—\Yhen a man eontemplates entering the show
ring, whether in a local show or oue of greater pretensions, he will
e wise to send lis stock i good condition. At sowe shows thie
requires that an aniwgl be fatteped almost to the danger point. It
is neeessary that meat-henring animals shanld glm gr'n':d indications
of their fitness for the block, and it is slways more plessing to look
at a horse that hae been well fed and eaved thavn at oune that 1a thiu;
begides, fat * covers a mnltitude of gins™ even in g horse. That the
reauh‘amﬁnt.s of a show seasonm are extremely severe om Lhe avimals
submitted o it, solely owing to the stnffing process that must be
undergone, uo one will deny. Many very ca?abla breeders in all parts
of the world are relnotant to show wpou this wecount, and prefer to
place their relianes npen wewspaper. advertising to emable them to
dispese profitably of their steck. However, while admitting that somea
animals have been ruined for breeding purposes by this excessive
feading, many have eome through wnseathed by resson of inhevent
worth and good manspement, amd it is this letter that the obsarvnnt
and caveful exhibitor iz afforded an opportunity of studying at a show,
and in the trestwent thet leads up to exhibition. In bringing his
eattle Lo this prime condition (prime from the butcher's standpoint),
tha exhibitor has a eonstant opportonity for the study of developiment
of animal form and condition. He nmst ealenlate carefully in order
to bring the Lerd " to edge” just at the vight time, otherwise they
will he ' fanlted,” ng in poor eoudition or over done. He must use
diseretion and good jndgment to foree themn steadily, or they will
besome rough, uneven, patchy ; and a5 perfest somdition iz very
closely dependent om the gquality of the suimals, it follows that long
before the filling beging the breeder must have selected the individuals
in his herd that would best respond to the trestment with least
danger of serions injory.  As the fithing advaneces it will be observed
whather the original jndgment wes correct or nol, whether the animal
dlled out here o bocame a trifle rongh there, Mueh is thus learned
regnrding the development of the animal during growth and fattening,
and the breoder learns to select animals that will develop to the best
advanlage, which is, next to selection in mating, the highest achieve-
ment of hia nrt,

Compelition wn the Show Bing.—When the show ring is reached,
the exhibitor, if a beginner, first comes into contact with two very
important fretors Tn this ednestional scheme, Oue is the competitor,
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and the other is ths jndge. He thus has an opportonity to compars
the resplte of his own idess with those of others. The best
gppoTtumity & man bas to learn the weak podats of aniwals mnd of
hit own judgment is at such a time, especially if he iz defeated, and
he can retorn home with these ideas snd those of hiz ecompetitors
end the judge to help him. The strangers he meets, the interchange
of viewsz and the friendships and friendly rivalry established, broaden
ais ideas gud ere sourecs of pleasure and profit to look Lonek vpon
and talk over in after life

The Study of Markete—At the larger shows, the exhibitor
zomes in contact with the men who control the market, and an
intevclange of ideas is therefore possible, resnlting in closer connee-
tion between these two forces of production. The requirements of
the merket must be known snd rstood by the lLreader Lefore he
enn lope for sneeess in his work, end here he can gain his mowledge.
The highly finished harness and saddle horse in the arena gives the
breeder of horses higher ideals; the exhibition of dressed curceses
at a fat stock show i3 always a drawing card and ome that deeply
soncerns the exhibitor. Tt shows him the ideal earcase of the
anteher's mind, and with it before him he can stody to recopcile his
swn ideal of a fat nnimal on fool, a teek possibly for lum yer
unthonght of. This is o feature lacking for obvions reasons in many
shaws, Lul ils usefulness is beyoud guestion.

(2} Varve To TEE SPECTATOR.

The enccese of o show depends mainly om = creditable exhibic
of enimels, and a popular, judidons and gkilled greangement of classes
has wueh to say tw this. Its success as a financial undertaking
d:ﬂ‘an.ds on Lhe publie, and pe matter how pood its exhibits, no

ibition can last long without a good revenve from admissions unless
it has the power of the Government or of some very strong and
liheral corporation or society behind it. People attend shows
primarily to see things, end these are uevally the avimale exhibited ;
bt some shows, and those not the lesst successful, have another, a
dghter or society side to them where people go to s2e¢ and be secn.
But of the vast throngs which attend exhibitions, not all are there
i wmuse themselves ; thousands of peopls male wse of the
apporlunity lo study the animals in the ring. Persons in the live
slock busingss must have instruetion in methods and ideals, and they
musi keap in touch with the produetions of the leading breeders. In
addition to those who Lave already 2 more or less complste knowledge
of animals, ave the F’ﬁ‘l.‘l]\f meu on whom the example of an out-
etanding winner may be foreefally impressed. The spectator finds
profit, educationally, at an exhibition of live stock, principally in threc
Fays ¢ (1) From the idesls presented and the inspiration given ; (2)
in direct ingtruction ; and (8) in the lessons conveved on the necassity
af pure breeding.
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Ideals gnd Inspiralion.—At many eshibitions is to be seen the
vary ocremm of animal produvetion. Even at a local chew a fermer
anwy learn wueh from the stody of the best produets of his neighbours;
4t the larger shows he sces stoek of shll better breeding end in
higher condition, while at a show of national scope he will find
positive imspiration. The pick of the smaller shows, the animals that
have been selected by a rigid jodgment ss werthy to compete with
the best in the land, are there pitted against each otker for the final
eontest, snd many breeders who confine their exhibits to the lorgest
6hows here submit their work to the same inspeetion. The student,
farmer, and bresder may here see the mest perfect of form and
quality—animals bronght to the keenest edge of condition on which no
expense has been spared to bring out all that is in them, The real
Jnspiration recsived here does not die ont with the last fluiter of tha
winning ribbon,

Direel  I'mslvuction.—Esch live stock exhibition gives many
opportonities for direct instretion, especially when it is condneted
o0 a small seals. A feature of many small shows ha: come to be a
talk By the judes on the velative merits of some of the mome
orominent animal:, and it is very common at the large stock shows
to mer a judge discussing a prize winnmer with a Dhitle party of
spectators. These disoussions are often of the grestest bemefit, for it
does net always happen that the speststor a® the ring side is in a
position to determine accurately the relative merits of the animals
m the ring, us Lhere are nen:]._y alvuﬂ g oumber of po.hlta that show
-om elose inspeetion. A discussion by a eompetent and fairaminded
judge almost always clears away objestions and reenlts in good feeling,
# very desirable sentiment st a ring sde. Whan ancasion permits, o
time get apart for formal discussion of the requirements of different
breeds or of the market proves to he ome of the most walnahle
featnres of a show. Sueh instruction will erystallise and fix the ideas
already pained by observation, and will bring out many indigtinet and
moot points, discussion of whick leads to frmitfn! resulis.

A leading edneational featnre that cannot be averlocked in n
«disemagion of live stoek expositions s the meeting of students in
contest in stock jodging. The wonderful growth of inetruction in
animal hosbundry in colleges has had n natweal rotlet mosmel triads
of stremgth. Tn soch eontests a stodent will find oot wiere ahout
himself and aboot his fund of knowledge than he eanld atheroeise
expect to do in monthe ; he concentrates iz apinions, reviews then,
strengthens and fortifies these that are corveet, diseards those that
are mislesding and wrong ; be learns self-posscesinn, develops the
faculty of alservation and keenness of vision al a wouderfully rapid
Fate, and, besides, learms to axpress himself eorrectly. I may here
point out that this rapid development of the edncational element in
animal busbasdry is as much a feature of the industry at the opening
of the twentieth centnry as the rapid evolntion of Teeeda wos
-churacleristic of the opening of the nincteenth century. It is erctainly
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true that live stock exhibitions were very common in the past, and,
doubtless, oor grandfathers diseussed all phases of the showe with
warmth snd vigour ; but this ides that there is here a resl field for
cducation is of recent davelopment, and the systematic traiving of
young men for a foundation in the principles of stock judging has
had practical aud suecessful application within the past Fourteen
years aoly, America being the pronesr in tlis branch.

The Lesson of Pure Breeding.—A man may go to a show aod
receive itspiration and instroetion, yet go howe nene the batter for
Lis visit if he does not carry with him the great lesson of all such
exlubiticns, namely, that the champion: were the results of a
systematic plan of breeding, wot accidental productions. The value
of plare h:t'&bjiug 13 first Emim:sﬁuﬂ on the a]_.lﬁ;l.nu.u"q mind. The live
stock on exhibition ave net the progeny of chapeebred malss 3 all
breading animals should he registarer or be immediataly eligible for
registration.  This is the logical outeome of years of experience. An
nnimsl cannpt be trusted to produce progeny similar in form to iteelf
unlegs it is from a long line of ancestors that have been bred w am
aceapted standard, Tn produeing animols for the warket the mule
should always he pure bred.  The motive for the use of o half-bred
eire is venally eeonomy in the purchase price, acd there iz a tradition
that a half-bred is more easily kapt than a pure bred, but this iz oot
borne out by careful observation. The lesson of the show pointe out
en every hand the overwhelming mportance of pure bred sires,

In a first ]:I't".i:.ﬁ exhibitor’s herd may be seon the results of years
of work along definite lines. The sueccessful bresders do not switch
from ome breed to another, nor work inconsietently. Almost all
breeders whoss work has been of original and lasting walue have
devoted the better pact of their hives to their chosem work. Tf the
South African farmer has » fault that can compare with hiz neglect
to provids proper winter food and shelter for his animals, it s his
shiftiness and apparent carelessmess in breading.  Any sorl of o mals
ie usually considersd good enongh. This & o of every kind of live
stock from horses to chizkens, and if anvone is in doubt let him look
gt our horses, cattle, sheep, goats and bogs, while some of the flocks
of poultry that one sees are beyond deseription. Live stock exhibitions
serve to intensify the utility of proper selection in breeding. Tha
spectator sees there snimuls whose breeding for generations las been
planned by ome man, who has an ides] in his mind and is besoming
oiore capable as the years go hy. He notiees that the Lerd of one
man containg animels very muck alike, and inguiry shows that they
have boen bred carefully along well defined lines, and within pretty
well defined family lines, but he will also ses that what in-breeding
bas Deem practized was used judiciously. On the other hand, there
may be a herd thet does not show the same uniformity as this one,
for, although it is pure bred and contains some prize winners, it is
“apotty " in breeding apd lacks the uniformity of a herd bred
consistently and systematically.
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When the spectator thinks of his own stock ut home, eross bred,
mixed bred and serubs, any kind of a male runming with the droves,
herds and flocks, this great lesson of the value of pure breeding is
IMOre & hﬂum“}' gm.EurLud an] the mind ¥ 15 nga.u:. nlaj_.u.rud to bel.t.m:
work. No one forgets his first vwisic to a veally great show. The
hugenees of everything, the size of the cattle, the bigness of the hogs,
the spread of back, loins and quarters of a mutton sheep, the
magnificent fleece of the wool gheep, the style, action and perfeet
manners of the horses and the way they are turned out—these things
sive vise to the firet impressions he vecsives, If sne is at all a judge
of stock, it does not take long to begin to leok for guality and
constitution, and then for breed type. When u mun beging to realise
that all this magnificence is the result of pore breeding, he is lurmng
oe of the grestest lessons of the show, The hope of the writer I
that frequeul: opportunities will be given to the people of Sonth Africa
to stody this lesson,

From: The Transvaal Agricultural Journal, Volume 5, October 1906

“I hope you didn't pay too much for him, Sam. | want you to brace yourself for
bad news. To begin with, he isn’t a two-year-old.”
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